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SHORT JUSTIFICATION
In this opinion, the Rapporteur focuses on strengthening the assurance and accountability framework of the NRPP Regulation, within the remit of the Committee on Budgetary Control. Its purpose is to contribute to a Parliament position that is aligned with the Union’s standards on accountability, transparency, rule of law and the protection of the EU’s financial interests. 

Performance‑based instruments are reshaping the way the Union implements its budget. By linking payments to milestones and targets rather than to reimbursed costs, the Commission promises simplification, faster delivery and a stronger focus on results. The Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) was the first large‑scale application of this model, and the Commission now proposes to extend it through National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRP Plans) in the next Multiannual Financial Framework. 

While this shift may offer advantages, it also introduces significant risks for control, transparency and accountability. The European Court of Auditors has identified serious weaknesses in the RRF control system, including incomplete audit trails, uneven quality of national controls and limited assurance on the legality and regularity of spending. The European Parliamentary Research Service and recent Parliament studies have further highlighted gaps in data systems, shortcomings in national reporting and the limits of transparency tools. 

These lessons must be reflected in the design of future performance-based instruments, notably the NRP Plans.  

First, the move to milestone‑based payments requires national management and audit authorities to fundamentally adapt their practices. The opinion calls for a structured verification of readiness before implementation begins, supported by capacity‑building and annual updates. Without this, simplification risks becoming a source of control weaknesses.

Second, the opinion reinforces horizontal conditions related to the rule of law, the Charter of Fundamental Rights, the UNCRPD and the Union acquis on the protection of the EU’s financial interests. Rule‑of‑law deficiencies, such as threats to judicial independence, weak anti‑fraud bodies or systemic procurement problems, directly increase risks to the EU budget. The opinion therefore strengthens the requirement for credible assurance, mid‑term reviews and the Commission’s obligation to block payments where conditions are not fulfilled.

Third, the opinion insists that simplification must not come at the expense of transparency or traceability. Complete audit trails, interoperable data systems and the ability to verify underlying costs remain essential for demonstrating value for money and ensuring equal treatment of Member States. The opinion also clarifies the definitions of recipients and final recipients to ensure full traceability throughout procurement chains. 

Finally, the opinion strengthens the framework for financial corrections and recoveries. Non‑compliance with applicable law must entail financial consequences, and the Commission should be obliged to recover amounts where final milestones or targets are not met. Clear methodologies for reductions, suspensions and recoveries are crucial for consistent enforcement.

The Commission proposes to channel hundreds of billions of euros through the NRP Plans over the next seven-year programming period. If designed well, performance‑based instruments can deliver results and reinforce trust in the EU budget. If not, they risk eroding accountability and weakening sound financial management. This opinion aims to ensure that the NRPP framework combines performance with integrity, transparency and robust oversight. 
AMENDMENTS
[bookmark: IntroA]The Committee on Budgetary Control submits the following to the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible:
<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Citation 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 42, Article 43(3), Article 46, point (d), Article 91(1), point (d), Article 149, Article 153 (2), point (a), and Articles 164, 175, 177 and 178, Article 192(1), Article 194(2), Article 209(1), Article 212(2), Article 322(1), point (a), and Article 349, thereof,
	Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 42, Article 43(3), Article 46, point (d), Article 91(1), point (d), Article 149, Article 153 (2), point (a), and Articles 164, 175, 177 and 178, Article 192(1), Article 194(2), Article 209(1), Article 212(2), Article 322(1), point (a), Article 325(4), and Article 349, thereof,


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 10 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(10 a)	This significant shift in the model of EU budget implementation simultaneously requires national management and audit authorities to significantly adapt their work and move towards a different management and audit approach. This shift should therefore be accompanied by verification of readiness of management and audit authorities to implement the new budget delivery model and support for capacity building. Verification and support should be done before the start of the new programming period and continue annualy throughout this programming period to ensure effective and timely implementation of the Union budget and the protection of its financial interests.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 27</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(27)	This Regulation should include strong safeguards to ensure that the Fund is implemented in a way that ensures respect with the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and of the principles of the rule of law as set out in Article 2(a) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 of the European Parliament and of the Council2 . Therefore, as part of the validation process of their NRP Plans, Member States should provide assurance on the fulfilment of these two horizontal conditions, with an identification of potential deficiencies and remedial actions based, in particular, on the country-specific challenges identified in the context of the Rule of Law Report and European Semester, as well as infringement proceedings and judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union. All Member States should be required to review their NRP Plans halfway through implementation, as part of the mid-term review, to address any new deficiencies identified, in particular, in the context of the latest Rule of Law Report. At any time during the implementation and following exchanges with the Member State concerned, there should be a possibility to block part or all of the payments made to a Member State if one or more of the Rule of Law and Charter horizontal conditions is not fulfilled. With due regard to the principle of proportionality, the determination of the non-fulfilment and identification of the specific measures concerned should take into account the actual or potential impact of the non-fulfilment on the sound financial management of the Union budget or on the financial interests of the Unions as well as the nature, duration, gravity and scope of the breach.
	(27)	This Regulation should include strong safeguards to ensure that the Fund is implemented in a way that ensures respect with the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union , the United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (UNCRPD) in accordance with Council Decision 2010/48/EC, the principles of the rule of law as set out in Article 2(a) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 of the European Parliament and of the Council2, and the EU aquis on the protection of the EU financial interests. Rule of law deficiencies, in particular, amplify risk for the EU financial interests since their protection relies on independent judiciary, autonomous anti-fraud bodies, media freedom and functioning procurement controls. Therefore, as part of the assessment and validation process of NRP Plans, Member States should provide assurance on the fulfilment of these horizontal conditions, with an identification of potential deficiencies and remedial actions based, in particular, on the country-specific challenges identified in the context of the Rule of Law Report and European Semester, and the report on the Protection of the Financial Interests of the EU, as well as infringement proceedings and judgments of the Court of Justice of the European Union. All NRP Plans should be submitted to review halfway through implementation, as part of the mid-term review, to address any new deficiencies identified, in particular, in the context of the latest Rule of Law Report. Before the beginning and At any time during the implementation and following exchanges with the Member State concerned, there the Commission should block all or part of the payments to a Member State if one or more of the Rule of Law and Charter/UNCRPD horizontal conditions respectively are not fulfilled. With due regard to the principle of proportionality, the determination of the non-fulfilment and identification of the specific measures concerned should take into account the actual or potential impact of the non-fulfilment on the sound financial management of the Union budget or on the financial interests of the Unions as well as the nature, duration, gravity and scope of the breach.

	__________________
	__________________

	2 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2020 on a general regime of conditionality for the protection of the Union budget (OJ L 433I, 22.12.2020, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2020/2092/oj)
	2 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2020 on a general regime of conditionality for the protection of the Union budget (OJ L 433I, 22.12.2020, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2020/2092/oj)


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 51</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(51)	Transparency, information, communication and visibility activities are essential in making Union action visible on the ground and ensuring the traceability of funds and should be based on true, accurate and updated information. To fulfil these goals, it is necessary to provide for appropriate arrangements for collection and reporting of data needed for multiple purposes only once. With a view to avoiding duplication of efforts and reducing the administrative burden for the Member States, data collected and made available for audit and control, transparency, performance monitoring and evaluation should be streamlined and publication requirements should be established with the aim to ensure maximum transparency.
	(51)	Transparency, information, communication and visibility activities are essential in making Union action visible on the ground and ensuring the traceability of funds and should be based on true, accurate and updated information. To fulfil these goals, it is necessary to provide for appropriate arrangements for collection and reporting of data needed for multiple purposes only once.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 52</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(52)	In order to safeguard the financial interests and the budget of the Union, proportionate measures should be established and implemented at the level of Member States and the Commission. The Commission should be able to interrupt payments deadlines, suspend payments and apply financial corrections where the respective conditions are fulfilled. The Commission should respect the principle of proportionality by taking into account the nature, gravity and frequency of irregularities and their financial implications for the budget of the Union. In accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council(6), and Council Regulations (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95(7), (Euratom, EC) No 2185/96(8) and (EU) 2017/1939(9), the financial interests of the Union are to be protected through proportionate measures, including measures relating to the prevention, detection, correction and investigation of fraud, corruption and conflicts of interests, and, where appropriate, the imposition of administrative penalties. In particular, in accordance with Regulations (Euratom, EC) No 2185/96 and (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) has the power to carry out administrative investigations, including on-the-spot checks and inspections, with a view to establishing whether there has been fraud, corruption or any other illegal activity affecting the financial interests of the Union. In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/1939, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) is competent to investigate and prosecute fraud and other criminal offences affecting the financial interests of the Union as provided for in Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and of the Council. In accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, any person or entity receiving Union funds is to fully cooperate in the protection of the Union’s financial interests, to grant the necessary rights and access to the Commission, OLAF, the EPPO and the Court of Auditors (ECA) and to ensure that any third parties involved in the implementation of Union funds grant equivalent rights. Member States should swiftly report to the Commission irregularities detected, and any follow-up action they have taken with regard to such irregularities and with regard to any OLAF investigations. The competent authorities of the Member States participating in the enhanced cooperation on the establishment of the EPPO pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/1939 should also report to the EPPO without undue delay any criminal conduct in respect of which it could exercise its competence, in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/1939. 
	(52)	With a view to avoiding duplication of efforts and reducing the administrative burden for the Member States, data collected and made available for audit and control, transparency, performance monitoring and evaluation should be streamlined and publication requirements should be established with the aim to ensure maximum transparency. In order to safeguard the financial interests and the budget of the Union, proportionate measures should be established and implemented at the level of Member States and the Commission. The Commission should be able to interrupt payments deadlines, suspend payments and apply financial corrections where the respective conditions are fulfilled. The Commission should respect the principle of proportionality by taking into account the nature, gravity and frequency of irregularities and their financial implications for the budget of the Union. In accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council(6), and Council Regulations (EC, Euratom) No 2988/95(7), (Euratom, EC) No 2185/96(8) and (EU) 2017/1939(9), and Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and of the Council (9a), the financial interests of the Union are to be protected through proportionate measures, including measures relating to the prevention, detection, correction, investigation and prosecution of fraud, corruption and conflicts of interests, and, where appropriate, the imposition of administrative and/or criminal penalties. In particular, in accordance with Regulations (Euratom, EC) No 2185/96 and (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013, the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) has the power to carry out administrative investigations, including on-the-spot checks and inspections, with a view to establishing whether there has been fraud, corruption or any other illegal activity affecting the financial interests of the Union and to report any criminal conduct to the EPPO, in accordance with Article 24(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/1939. In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/1939, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) is competent to investigate and prosecute fraud and other criminal offences affecting the financial interests of the Union as provided for in Directive (EU) 2017/1371 of the European Parliament and of the Council. In accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, any person or entity receiving Union funds is to fully cooperate in the protection of the Union’s financial interests, to grant the necessary rights and access to the Commission, OLAF, the EPPO and the Court of Auditors (ECA) and to ensure that any third parties involved in the implementation of Union funds grant equivalent rights. Member States should swiftly report to the Commission irregularities detected, and any follow-up action they have taken with regard to such irregularities and with regard to any OLAF investigations. The competent authorities of the Member States participating in the enhanced cooperation on the establishment of the EPPO pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2017/1939 should also report to the EPPO without undue delay any criminal conduct in respect of which it could exercise its competence, in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/1939. 


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 53</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(53)	To reduce the administrative burden and costs on recipients of Union funding as well as to avoid duplication of audits and management verifications of the same measures, the concrete application of the single audit principle should be applied for the Fund. The audit authority should carry out audits and ensure that the audit opinion provided to the Commission is reliable. That audit opinion should provide assurance to the Commission that the Member State’s management and control systems function properly, and that the assertions made in the management declaration submitted by the coordinating body are correct.
	(53)	To reduce the administrative burden and costs on recipients of Union funding as well as to avoid duplication of audits and management verifications of the same measures, the concrete application of the single audit principle should be applied for the Fund without compromising effective protection of the EU financial interests and principle of sound financial management. The audit authority should carry out audits and ensure that the audit opinion provided to the Commission is reliable. That audit opinion should provide assurance to the Commission that the Member State’s management and control systems function properly, and that the assertions made in the management declaration submitted by the coordinating body are correct and substantiated by verifiable data and evidence.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 54</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(54)	In accordance with the principle and rules of shared management, Member States and the Commission should be responsible for the management and control of the Plans and give assurance on the legal and regular use of the Union funds. Since Member States have the primary responsibility for such management and control, they should ensure that operations supported by the Fund comply with applicable law, including applicable public procurement and State aid rules..
	(54)	In accordance with the principle and rules of shared management, Member States and the Commission should be responsible for the management and control of the Plans and give assurance on the legal and regular use of the Union funds. Since Member States have the primary responsibility for such management and control, they should ensure that operations supported by the Fund comply with applicable law, including applicable public procurement and State aid rules. Non-compliance with applicable law should result in financial consequences for Member States.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 56</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(56)	With a view to ensuring the principle of sound financial management, Member States should ensure that the amount of the estimated total costs of their NRP Plan remain reasonable and plausible throughout its implementation and request an amendment of their NRP Plan where necessary. The Fund’s delivery model should aim at providing predictability and consistency between payment levels and the individual implementation pace of each measure by assigning ex-ante pay-out values to each milestone and target. Furthermore, a review of the estimated total costs of the reforms and investments and other interventions covered by the NRP Plan should be conducted by the Member State as part of the mid-term review with corresponding adjustments whenever justified. Additionally, when submitting its final annual assurance package for the last financial year, the Member State should confirm that the total payments from the Commission do not exceed the total amount paid by the Member State to the beneficiaries in implementing the Plan, taking into account the national contribution. For the same reasons of sound financial management, the Commission should be allowed to recover amounts previously paid for interim steps of a measure if the final milestone or target of the given measure is not fulfilled and to take action in case of a reversal of a milestone or a target occurring up to five years after the date of the corresponding Commission payment.
	(56)	With a view to ensuring the principle of sound financial management, Member States should ensure that the amount of the estimated total costs of their NRP Plan remain reasonable and plausible, and supported by verification of underlying costs of operations, throughout its implementation and request an amendment of their NRP Plan where necessary. The Fund’s delivery model should aim at providing predictability and consistency between payment levels and the individual implementation pace of each measure by assigning ex-ante pay-out values to each milestone and target. Furthermore, a review of the estimated total costs of the reforms and investments and other interventions covered by the NRP Plan should be conducted by the Member State as part of the mid-term review with corresponding adjustments whenever justified. Additionally, when submitting its final annual assurance package for the last financial year, the Member State should confirm that the total payments from the Commission do not exceed the total amount paid by the Member State to the beneficiaries in implementing the Plan, taking into account the national contribution. For the same reasons of sound financial management, the Commission should be obliged to recover amounts previously paid for interim steps of a measure if the final milestone or target of the given measure is not fulfilled and to take action in case of a reversal of a milestone or a target occurring up to five years after the date of the corresponding Commission payment.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>9</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 57</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(57)	In order to significantly simplify procedures and reduce administrative burden for recipients, Member States and the Commission while providing robust safeguards on the regular and effective use of Union funds, the NRP Plans should embed measures to facilitate implementation, both in their design and implementation as and in monitoring provisions. Such elements should comprise, for instance, providing technical assistance and support to Member States, limiting audit duplications through the application of the single audit approach and moving away from invoice checks to focus on actual results. The national audit authorities and the Commission should not be expected, in that respect, to verify the underlying costs of the operations for the purpose of their audit work. With a view to simplification, technical assistance should be provided throughout implementation via a flat-rate applicable to all payments. The Fund should also provide for sufficient flexibility, whether via streamlined procedures for the amendments of the Plans or better responsiveness to unpredicted crises via multiple mechanisms that allow for mobilising resources for such events, such as revision of the Plan, the flexibility amount or access to the Facility. The Fund should also allow Member States to decide themselves which milestones and targets should be submitted in each payment application on the basis of their respective pace of implementation. With a view to ensuring regular disbursements and the timely delivery of Union objectives on the ground, an annual decommitment rule should ensure that Member States submit regular payment applications for sufficiently substantial amounts.
	(57)	While significantly simplifying procedures and reduceing the administrative burden for recipients, Member States and the Commission should provide robust safeguards on the legal, regular, financially sound and effective use of Union funds, and the NRP Plans should embed measures to facilitate implementation, both in their design and implementation as and in monitoring provisions. Such elements should comprise, for instance, providing technical assistance and support to Member States, limiting audit duplications through the application of the single audit approach and moving away from invoice checks to focus on actual results, while ensuring a complete audit trail. The complete audit trails, should enable national audit and management authorities, and the Commission to verify the underlying costs of the operations as well as their compliance with the applicable law. With a view to simplification, technical assistance should be provided throughout implementation via a flat-rate applicable to all payments. The Fund should also provide for sufficient flexibility, whether via streamlined procedures for the amendments of the Plans or better responsiveness to unpredicted crises via multiple mechanisms that allow for mobilising resources for such events, such as revision of the Plan, the flexibility amount or access to the Facility. The Fund should also allow Member States to decide themselves which milestones and targets should be submitted in each payment application on the basis of their respective pace of implementation. With a view to ensuring regular disbursements and the timely delivery of Union objectives on the ground, an annual decommitment rule should ensure that Member States submit regular payment applications for sufficiently substantial amounts.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>10</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 57 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(57 a)	The simplification and acceleration measures provided for by this Regulation should not reduce transparency, equal treatment or the level of protection of the Union budget. Those measures should be accompanied by proportionate safeguards, including appropriate audit and control arrangements, reliable performance information and clear methodologies for partial payments, reductions, suspensions and recoveries where conditions for payment are not met.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>11</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(1)	‘applicable law’ means Union law and the national law directly relating to its application;
	(1)	‘applicable law’ means Union law and the national law relating to its application;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>12</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(5)	‘recipient’ means an entity with or without legal personality, or a natural person, who is not a participant, receiving resources from the Union budget through a beneficiary;
	(5)	‘recipient’ means a legal, or a natural person, other than a participant and who de facto receives , resources from the Union budget through a beneficiary. In the case of contractual implementation, a contractor or subcontractor shall be considered a final recipient where it ultimately receives Union funding for the execution of the supported operation;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>13</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 6</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(6)	‘final recipient’ means an entity with or without legal personality or a natural person who is not a participant, receiving support under a financial instrument and who is understood as a recipient for the purposes of Article 38(1) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509;
	(6)	‘final recipient’ means a legal or a natural person other than a participant, receiving support under a financial instrument and who is understood as a recipient for the purposes of Article 38(1) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509. In the case of contractual implementation, a contractor or subcontractor shall be considered a final recipient where it ultimately receives Union funding for the execution of the supported operation;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>14</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 34</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(34)	‘irregularity’ means any breach of applicable law, which has, or would have, the effect of prejudicing the budget of the Union by receiving unjustified reimbursement based on milestones, targets and outputs to that budget;
	(34)	‘irregularity’ means any breach of applicable law, resulting from an act or omission by national authorities and/or economic operators, which has, or would have, the effect of prejudicing the budget of the Union by receiving unjustified reimbursement based on milestones, targets and outputs to that budget;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>15</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 4 – paragraph 1 – point 34 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(34 a)	‘double funding’ means any instance where the same underlying cost of a milestone or target is financed twice and/or where the same outputs/results are declared twice;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>16</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 7 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point b</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b)	the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.
	(b)	the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD).


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>17</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 7 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1 – point b a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(b a)	EU acquis on the protection of the Union’s financial interests as set out in Article 9a (new) of this Regulation.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>18</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 7 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The Member States shall respect those rights, freedoms and principles throughout the preparation and implementation of their respective Plans.
	The Member States shall respect those rights, freedoms, obligations and principles throughout the preparation and implementation of their respective Plans.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>19</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 7 – paragraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4.	Support from the Fund shall be additional to national public funding.
	4.	Support from the Fund shall be additional to national public funding and shall not replace national recurring bugetary expenditure. Member States shall demonstrate compliance with this principle in their Plans and in the annual assurance package.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>20</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 7 – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Operations may receive support from other Union programmes and instruments provided that such support and milestones and targets resulting in payments do not cover the same costs. For the purposes of the first subparagraph, Member States and the Commission shall cooperate in designing and implementing operations which are cumulatively financed under the Plan and another Union programme in view of avoiding double funding.
	Support under the Fund shall be additional to the support provided under other Union programmes and instruments. Measures may receive support from other Union programmes and instruments provided that such support does not finance the same cost, output/result, or milestone or target. For that purpose, Member States and the Commission shall ensure that double funding is prevented, detected and corrected, including where operations overlap between programming periods.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>21</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – title</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Respect of the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights
	Respect of the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>22</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Member States shall put in place and maintain effective mechanisms to ensure compliance of the measures supported by their Plans and their implementation with the relevant provisions of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union throughout the implementation of the Fund (‘Charter horizontal condition’).
	Member States shall put in place and maintain effective mechanisms to ensure compliance of the measures supported by their Plans and their implementation with the relevant provisions of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the United Nations Convention United Nations Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (UNCRPD) throughout the implementation of the Fund (‘Charter and UNCRPD horizontal condition’).


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>23</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	They shall provide an assessment of those mechanisms, in accordance with Article 22(2), point (q) [requirements for the NRP Plan] and inform the Commission of any modification impacting the fulfilment of the Charter horizontal condition.
	They shall provide an assessment of those mechanisms, in accordance with Article 22(2), point (q) [requirements for the NRP Plan] and inform the Commission of any modification impacting the fulfilment of the Charter and UNCRPD horizontal condition.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>24</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2.	Where the Commission considers that a Member State does not fulfil or no longer fulfils the Charter horizontal condition, as provided for in paragraph 1, it shall notify the Member State concerned of its assessment, based on information provided by the Member State concerned in its NRP Plan, in response to Commission observations, and taking into account relevant information, including the Rule of Law and European Semester country-specific reports.
	2.	Where the Commission considers that a Member State does not fulfil or no longer fulfils the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition, as provided for in paragraph 1, it shall notify the Member State concerned of its assessment, based on information provided by the Member State concerned in its NRP Plan, in response to Commission observations, and taking into account relevant information, including the Rule of Law and European Semester country-specific reports.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>25</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Where the Commission concludes that the Charter horizontal condition is not fulfilled, it shall adopt an implementing decision determining the non-fulfilment of the Charter horizontal condition and identifying the specific measures of the NRP Plan affected by the non-fulfilment, within two months of receiving the Member State’s observations referred to in paragraph 3.
	Where the Commission concludes that the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition is not fulfilled, it shall adopt an implementing decision determining the non-fulfilment of the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition and identifying the specific measures of the NRP Plan affected by the non-fulfilment, within two months of receiving the Member State’s observations referred to in paragraph 3.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>26</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	The Member State may submit payment applications for the specific measures identified in the decision referred to in paragraph 4, but the Commission shall not make the corresponding payments until the Charter horizontal condition has been fulfilled.
	5.	The Member State may submit payment applications for the specific measures identified in the decision referred to in paragraph 4, but the Commission shall not make the corresponding payments until the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition has been fulfilled.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>27</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 6 – subparagraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The Member State concerned shall inform the Commission as soon as it considers that the Charter horizontal condition has been fulfilled. The Commission shall assess that information within two months from receipt. Where the Commission considers that the Charter horizontal condition has been fulfilled, it shall repeal the decision referred to in paragraph 4.
	The Member State concerned shall inform the Commission as soon as it considers that the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition has been fulfilled. The Commission shall assess that information within two months from receipt. Where the Commission considers that the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition has been fulfilled, it shall repeal the decision referred to in paragraph 4.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>28</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 6 – subparagraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Where the Commission disagrees with the Member State regarding the fulfilment of the Charter horizontal condition, it shall inform the Member State thereof and set out its assessment.
	Where the Commission disagrees with the Member State regarding the fulfilment of the Charter and/or UNCRPD horizontal condition, it shall inform the Member State thereof and set out its assessment.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>29</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 8 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	8 a.	The Commission shall immediately inform the European Parliament of any decision proposed, adopted, amended or repealed pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 6.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>30</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Where the Commission concludes that the rule of law horizontal condition is not fulfilled, it shall propose to Council an implementing decision determining the non-fulfilment of the Rule of Law horizontal conditions and identifying the specific measures of the NRP Plan affected by the non-fulfilment, within two months of receiving the Member State’s observations referred to in paragraph 4.
	Where the Commission concludes that the rule of law horizontal condition is not fulfilled, it shall adopt an implementing decision determining the non-fulfilment of the Rule of Law horizontal conditions and identifying the specific measures of the NRP Plan affected by the non-fulfilment, within two months of receiving the Member State’s observations referred to in paragraph 4.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>31</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The Council shall adopt the implementing decision within four weeks of the adoption of the Commission proposal
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Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>32</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 – paragraph 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	The Member State may submit payment applications for the specific measures identified in the decision referred to in paragraph 4, but the Commission shall not make the corresponding payments until the Rule of Law horizontal condition has been fulfilled.
	5.	The Member State may submit payment applications, but the Commission shall not make any payments under this Regulation to the Member State concerned until the Rule of Law horizontal condition has been fulfilled.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>33</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 – paragraph 6</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6.	The Member State shall inform the Commission as soon as it considers that the breach of the rule of law horizontal condition has been remedied. The Commission shall assess that information within two months of receipt. If the Commission considers that the breach has been remedied in full, it shall propose to the Council to repeal the decision referred to in paragraph 4. If the Commission considers that the breach has been remedied in part, it shall propose to the Council to amend the decision referred to in paragraph 4 accordingly. The Council shall adopt the implementing decision within four weeks of the adoption of the Commission proposal.
	6.	The Member State shall inform the Commission as soon as it considers that the breach of the rule of law horizontal condition has been remedied. The Commission shall assess that information within two months of receipt. If the Commission considers that the breach has been remedied in full, it shall propose to the Council to repeal the decision referred to in paragraph 4. If the Commission considers that the breach has been remedied in part, it shall propose to the Council to amend the decision referred to in paragraph 4 accordingly.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>34</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	Article 9a

	
	Protection of the Union’s financial interests

	
	1. Member States shall put in place and maintain effective mechanisms to ensure compliance with the Union acquis essential to the protection of the Union’s financial interests throughout the preparation and implementation of the Fund (the ‘PIF horizontal condition’). Those mechanisms shall, in particular, ensure compliance with:

	
	(a) Directive (EU) 2017/1371 (PIF Directive);

	
	(b) Regulation (EU) 2017/1939 (EPPO Regulation), in respect of those Member States participating in the enhanced cooperation;

	
	(c) Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 (Union Customs Code);

	
	(d) Council Regulation (EU) No 904/2010 (VAT administrative cooperation);

	
	(e) Directive (EU) 2024/1260 (asset recovery and confiscation);

	
	(f) Directive (EU) 2019/1937 on the protection of persons who report breaches of Union law;

	
	(g) the Directive [XXX] of the European Parliament and of the Council on combating corruption, replacing Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA and the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union, and amending Directive (EU) 2017/1371, once adopted and applicable;

	
	(h) the Union acquis on anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT), and

	
	(i) any Union act amending, replacing or consolidating the instruments referred to in points (a) to (h).

	
	2. Member States shall provide an assessment of those mechanisms in their Plans, in accordance with Article 22(2), point (q), and Annex IV, and shall inform the Commission of any modification impacting the fulfilment of the PIF horizontal condition.

	
	3. For participating Member States, the mechanisms referred to in paragraph 1 shall include arrangements ensuring that EPPO investigations and prosecutions receive sufficient support. Compliance with this paragraph shall be assessed as part of the relevant key requirements set out in Annex IV.

	
	4. Without prejudice to the status of Member States not participating in enhanced cooperation under Regulation (EU) 2017/1939, Member States in question shall ensure effective cooperation with EPPO in cases affecting the Union’s financial interests by fully respecting and correctly applying Union instruments on judicial cooperation in criminal matters.

	
	5. Where the Commission considers that a Member State does not fulfil or no longer fulfils the PIF horizontal condition, as provided for in paragraphs 1 to 3, it shall notify the Member State concerned of its assessment. That assessment shall be based on information provided by the Member State and shall take into account relevant information, including the annual report on the protection of the EU’s financial interests (the PIF report).

	
	6. The Member State concerned may present its observations and eventual remedial measures, within two months following the notification pursuant to paragraph 4.

	
	7. Where the Commission concludes that the PIF horizontal condition is not fulfilled, it shall adopt an implementing decision determining the non-fulfilment and identifying the specific measures of the Plan affected by the non-fulfilment, within two months of receiving the Member State’s observations referred to in paragraph 5.

	
	8. For that purpose, the following aspects shall be taken into consideration:

	
	(a) the actual or potential impact on the sound financial management of the Union budget or on the financial interests of the Union;

	
	(b) the nature, duration, gravity and scope.

	
	9. The Member State may submit payment applications, but the Commission shall not make any payments under this Regulation to the Member State concerned until the PIF horizontal condition has been fulfilled.

	
	10. The Member State concerned shall inform the Commission as soon as it considers that the PIF horizontal condition has been fulfilled. The Commission shall assess that information within two months from receipt. Where the Commission considers that the PIF horizontal condition has been fulfilled, it shall repeal the decision referred to in paragraph 7. Where the Commission disagrees, it shall inform the Member State thereof and set out its assessment.

	
	11. The Commission shall proportionately reduce the Union financial contribution to the Member State as regards the specific measures concerned or, in respect of loan support, take any measure available under the loan agreement, where the decision referred to in paragraph 7 has not been repealed within one year of its adoption.

	
	12. The Commission shall include, in its annual report adopted pursuant to Article 325(5) TFEU, a dedicated section on the application of this Article. It shall include in a detailed, non-generic manner the enforcement action relating to the instruments referred to in paragraph 1, as well as the impact of non-compliance, as well as the way that Member States and the Union comply with paragraphs 2 and 3.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>35</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 22 – paragraph 2 – point b – paragraph 2 – point d</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d)	set out the total estimated costs of the measures in accordance with the template set out in Annex V, as part of the Plan or of a request for its amendment, for a total amount at least equivalent to the sum of the Union financial contribution, any requested loans, and national contribution, together with information on existing or planned Union financing where relevant, backed up by appropriate justification and by explanations of how it is plausible and reasonable and in line with the principle of cost efficiency, sound financial management and commensurate to the expected economic and social impact. The non-programmed amount set aside as flexibility amount shall be considered as part of the total estimated costs of the measures;
	(d)	set out the total estimated costs of the measures in accordance with the methodology referred to in paragraph 3a and the template set out in Annex V, as part of the Plan or of a request for its amendment, for a total amount at least equivalent to the sum of the Union financial contribution, any requested loans, and national contribution, together with information on existing or planned Union financing where relevant, backed up by appropriate justification and by explanations of how it is plausible and reasonable and in line with the principle of cost efficiency, sound financial management and commensurate to the expected economic and social impact. The non-programmed amount set aside as flexibility amount shall be considered as part of the total estimated costs of the measures;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>36</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 22 – paragraph 2 – point b – paragraph 2 – point k</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(k)	explain how the Member State’s system and arrangements are sufficient to ensure a regular, effective and efficient use of Union resources, in compliance with sound financial management and the protection of the financial interests of the Union, based on the key requirements laid down in Annex IV [key requirements], together with measures to address potential deficiencies;
	(k)	explain how the Member State’s system and arrangements are sufficient to ensure a regular, effective and efficient use of Union resources, in compliance with sound financial management and the protection of the financial interests of the Union, in line with Article 9a (new) and based on the key requirements laid down in Annex IV [key requirements], together with measures to address potential deficiencies;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>37</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 22 – paragraph 3 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	3 a.	The Commission shall, adopt a delegated act laying down the methodology to be applied by Member States when preparing the total estimated costs of measures under their Plans as referred to in paragraph 2d, and the methodology to be applied by the Commission to verify these estimates. In preparing the methodologies, the Commission may be supported by relevant experts, including, where appropriate, the European Court of Auditors.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>38</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 23 – paragraph 1 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1 a.	The Commission shall adopt a delegated act laying down a standardised methodology to be applied by it in assessing each Plan or amended Plan submitted by Member States as referred to in paragraph 1.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>39</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 23 – paragraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	Where the Plan does not comply with the requirements referred to in paragraph 1, the Commission shall communicate a duly justified reasoning to the Member State concerned within the deadline set out in paragraph 1.
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Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>40</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 23 – paragraph 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	In duly justified cases, where the Commission concludes that one or more measures of the Plan do not comply with the requirements referred to in paragraph 1, and that a corresponding request made in accordance with paragraph 2, second subparagraph, has not been satisfactorily addressed by the Member States, it may include in the Commission proposal referred to in paragraph 4 an identification of the deficiencies affecting those measures.
	5.	Where the Commission concludes that one or more measures of the Plan do not comply with the requirements referred to in paragraph 1, and that a corresponding request made in accordance with paragraph 2, second subparagraph, has not been satisfactorily addressed by the Member States, it shall not make a proposal as referred to in paragraph 4. The Commission shall communicate a duly justified reasoning, including an identification of the deficiencies, to the Member State concerned within the deadline set out in paragraph 1.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>41</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 24 – paragraph 8</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	8.	The specific measures identified in the implementing decision referred to in Article 9(4) or subject to a decision imposing measures for the protection of the budget under Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 shall not be amended until the decision has been repealed, unless the amendment is intended to support measures that contribute to the fulfilment of the Rule of Law horizontal condition or to addressing the situation that led to the adoption of the aforementioned decisions.
	8.	The specific measures identified in the implementing decision referred to in Article 8(4), 9(4) and/or 9a, or subject to a decision imposing measures for the protection of the budget under Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2020/2092 shall not be amended until the decision has been repealed, unless the amendment is intended to support measures that contribute to the fulfilment of the relevant horizontal condition or to addressing the situation that led to the adoption of the aforementioned decisions.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>42</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 24 – paragraph 9</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	9.	The specific measures identified in the implementing decision referred to in Article 8(4) [Charter conditions] shall not be amended until the decision has been repealed, unless the amendment is intended to support measures that contribute to:
	deleted

	(a)	the fulfilment of the Charter horizontal condition;
	

	(b)	addressing significant changes in the priorities of the Union, within the limit of 30% of the amounts associated with the specific measures concerned.
	


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>43</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	For the purposes of Article 63(3) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, each Member State shall identify one or more managing authorities, one or more paying agencies and one or more audit authorities for the Plan. The authorities identified shall fulfil the relevant key requirements set out in Annex IV to this Regulation. All authorities identified for the purposes of this Article shall have the possibility for exchanges with the Commission.
	1.	For the purposes of Article 63(3) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, each Member State shall designate one or more managing authorities, one or more paying agencies and one or more audit authorities for the Plan. The authorities designated shall fulfil the relevant key requirements set out in Annex IV to this Regulation, prior to the disbursement of payments under the Plan to the Member State concerned.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>44</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 1 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1 a.	All authorities identified for the purposes of this Article shall have the possibility for exchanges with the Commission. Where the Plan consists of regional and territorial chapters pursuant to Article 21(2), the relevant regional managing authorities responsible for their design, programming, management and implementation shall have possibility for exchanges directly with the Commission. Member States shall ensure a clear and documented chain of accountability between all authorities identified and the final recipients of Union funding.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>45</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 1 b (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	1 b.	The Commission shall verify plan authorities’ compliance with the key requirements set out in Annex IV to this Regulation prior to the disbursement of payments under the Plan to the Member State concerned. System audits of all plan authorities shall be carried out to confirm capacity and readiness to effectively manage the Plans under the performance-based budgeting framework and protect the financial interests of the EU before payments are released and annually in order to support the transition towards the new budgeting model. Conclusions of these system audits shall be enclosed in the management declarations. Where readiness could not be confirmed, Commission shall provide necessary technical assistance and support capacity building to ensure timely implementation pursuant to Articles 12 and 13 of this Regulation.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>46</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2.	Where a Member State entrusts the implementation of the Plan to authorities in charge of implementing cohesion policy, the CAP or European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund in the 2021-2027 programming period and based on all available audit results the Commission did not question the effective functioning of these authorities, these authorities shall be deemed to comply with the key requirements.
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Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>47</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4.	The managing authority may identify one or more intermediate bodies to carry out certain tasks under their responsibility. Arrangements between the managing authorities and intermediate bodies shall be recorded in writing. The tasks delegated to intermediate bodies shall not be entrusted further to other bodies.
	4.	The managing authority may identify one or more intermediate bodies to carry out certain tasks under their responsibility. Arrangements between the managing authorities and intermediate bodies shall be recorded in writing writing and the managing authority shall ensure that delegated tasks are carried out in compliance with the requirements on traceability, data recording and auditability, as set out in this Regulation. The tasks delegated to intermediate bodies shall not be entrusted further to other bodies.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>48</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	The audit authority shall be a public authority, functionally independent from the auditees. Audit work may be carried out by a public or private body other than the audit authority under the responsibility of that authority. Where the Member State identifies more than one audit authority, it shall set up coordination arrangements for the preparation of the annual audit opinion and summary of audits referred to in Article 53 [functions of the audit authority].
	5.	The audit authority shall be a public authority, functionally independent from the auditees. Audit work may be carried out by a public or private body other than the audit authority under the responsibility of that authority. Functional independence and financial neutrality of audit authorities and bodies shall be guaranteed. Where the Member State identifies more than one audit authority, it shall set up coordination arrangements for the preparation of the annual audit opinion and summary of audits referred to in Article 53 [functions of the audit authority].


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>49</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 9</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	9.	When carrying out their functions, the plan authorities may use a single integrated and interoperable information and monitoring system, including a single data-mining and risk-scoring tool, as referred to in Article 36(2), point (d) of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, to access and analyse the relevant data, with a view to a generalised application by Member States.
	9.	When carrying out their functions, the plan authorities shall use a single integrated and interoperable information and monitoring system, including a single data-mining and risk-scoring tool, as referred to in Article 36(2), point (d) of the Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509, to access and analyse the relevant data.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>50</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 49 – paragraph 10</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	10.	Annual review meetings shall be organised once a year between the Commission and each Member State to examine the performance of the Plan or its chapters. The relevant authorities and the coordinating authority shall participate in the review meetings. The outcome of the review meeting shall be recorded in writing. The Member State shall follow up issues raised during the review meeting which affect the implementation of the plan or one or more chapters and shall inform the Commission within three months of the measures taken.
	10.	Annual review meetings shall be organised once a year between the Commission and each Member State to examine the performance of the Plan or its chapters. All relevant plan authorities shall participate in the review meetings. The outcome of the review meeting shall be recorded in writing. The Member State shall follow up issues raised during the review meeting which affect the implementation of the plan or one or more chapters and shall inform the Commission within three months of the measures taken.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>51</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 50 – paragraph 1 – introductory part</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The coordinating authority shall be responsible for:
	1. The coordinating authority shall be responsible for:


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>52</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 50 – paragraph 1 – point e</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(e)	providing the management declaration referred to Article 59(1), point (c) [Annual assurance package] in accordance with the template set out in Annex XII [management declaration] signed by the managing authority or the paying agency;
	(e)	providing the management declaration referred to Article 59(1), point (c) [Annual assurance package] in accordance with the template set out in Annex XII [management declaration] signed by the managing authority or the paying agency and accompanied by management declarations of all management authorities coordinated;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>53</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 50 – paragraph 1 – point h</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(h)	ensuring a framework to strengthen the administrative capacity of authorities, stakeholders, partners, and beneficiaries at national and local levels, and promoting policy learning and experimentation;
	(h)	ensuring a framework to strengthen the administrative capacity of authorities, stakeholders, partners, and beneficiaries at national and local levels, and promoting policy learning and experimentation, supported by the Commission;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>54</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 50 – paragraph 1 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	Where a Member State has not set up a coordinating authority, the functions under this article shall, where relevant, be carried out by the managing authority.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>55</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 51 – paragraph 1 – point b</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b)	carrying out management verifications to ensure the fulfilment of the milestones and targets set out in the Plan and the effective use of funds in compliance with applicable law; for the purposes of drawing up the management declaration, the managing authority is not expected to verify the underlying costs of the operations;
	(b)	carrying out management verifications to ensure the fulfilment of all milestones and targets under its responsibility, and compliance with applicable law, including public procurement, state aid, and the avoidance of fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest and double funding; for the purposes of drawing up the management declaration, the managing authority shall verify the underlying costs of operations;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>56</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 51 – paragraph 1 – point c</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c)	applying effective and proportionate measures and procedures, taking into account the risks identified, to prevent, detect, and correct irregularities, including fraud, corruption, conflict of interests, and double-funding and ensure compliance of the underlying operations with applicable law, in accordance with the relevant key requirements set out in Annex IV [key requirements];
	(c)	applying effective and proportionate measures and procedures, taking into account the risks identified, to prevent, detect, correct and report irregularities, including fraud, corruption, conflict of interests, and double-funding or any other illegal activity affecting the financial interests of the Union, and ensure compliance of the underlying operations with applicable law, in accordance with the relevant key requirements set out in Annex IV [key requirements];


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>57</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 51 – paragraph 1 – point j</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(j)	ensuring that beneficiaries comply with their obligation to ensure the visibility of the Union support, in accordance with Article 18 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) XX [Performance regulation]
	(j)	ensuring that beneficiaries and recipients comply with their obligation to ensure the visibility of the Union support, in accordance with Article 18 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) XX [Performance regulation]


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>58</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 51 – paragraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	Management verifications shall include administrative verifications in respect of payment claims made by beneficiaries and on-the-spot verifications of operations. Those verifications shall be carried out before submission of the annual assurance package in accordance with Article 59.
	3.	Management verifications shall be carried out out to verify the fulfilment of all milestones and targets under the responsibility of the managing authority, and compliance with applicable law, and shall include administrative verifications in respect of payment claims made by beneficiaries and on-the-spot verifications of operations to verify costs of underlying transactions. Those verifications shall be carried out before submission of the annual assurance package in accordance with Article 59. 


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>59</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 52 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	The paying agency shall have an administrative organisation and a system of internal control that complies with internationally recognised standards of internal control and that provides sufficient guarantees that payments are legal, regular and properly accounted for.
	1.	The paying agency shall have an administrative organisation and a system of internal control that complies with internationally recognised standards of internal control and that provides sufficient guarantees that payments are legal, regular and properly accounted for. The internal control system shall ensure that payments are made only on the basis of verified information and a complete audit trail. All payments shall be traceable in the paying agencies' accounting systems.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>60</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 53 – paragraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	The audit authority shall prepare an audit strategy based on a risk assessment, taking into account the management and control system description provided for as required in Article 22(2), point (m), covering system audits, and audits regarding the milestones and targets, and the effective use of funds in compliance with applicable law. All newly identified managing authorities shall be subject to a system audit before the submission of the first payment application.
	3.	The audit authority shall prepare an audit strategy based on a risk assessment, taking into account the management and control system description provided for as required in Article 22(2), point (m), covering system audits, and audits regarding the milestones and targets, and the effective use of funds in compliance with applicable law.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>61</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 53 – paragraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4.	The audit authority is not expected to verify the underlying costs of the operations for the purpose of its audit work.
	4.	The audit authority shall verify the underlying costs of the operations for the purpose of its audit work and to ensure compliance with applicable law, including public procurement, state aid, and the absence of fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest and any other illegal activity affecting the Union financial interests.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>62</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 55 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Each Member State shall determine in a public procedure and based on objective and transparent criteria, the composition and the size of the monitoring committee, ensuring a balanced representation of the relevant Member State authorities and intermediate bodies and of representatives of the partners referred to in Article 6 [partnership]. The number of such partners shall be equal or superior to members belonging to authorities or intermediate bodies.
	Each Member State shall determine in a public procedure and based on objective and transparent criteria, the composition and the size of the monitoring committee, ensuring a balanced representation of the relevant Member State authorities, including regional and local authorities, and intermediate bodies and of representatives of the partners referred to in Article 6 [partnership]. The number of such partners shall be equal or superior to members belonging to authorities or intermediate bodies. Members of the monitoring committee shall be selected in a manner ensuring the absence of conflicts of interests.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>63</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 55 – paragraph 1 – subparagraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The Member State shall publish and annually update the list of the members of the monitoring committee on the website referred to in Article 64.
	The Member State shall publish and keep updated the list of the members of the monitoring committee on the website referred to in Article 64.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>64</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 55 – paragraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2.	Representatives of the Commission shall participate in the work of the monitoring committee in an advisory capacity.
	2.	The audit authority and Representatives of the Commission shall participate in the work of the monitoring committee in an advisory capacity and provide observations which shall be recorded in writing.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>65</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 56 – paragraph 1 – point c</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c)	the fulfilment of the Rule of Law and Charter horizontal conditions laid down in Articles 8 and 9 [Rule of law and charter horizontal conditions] and their application throughout the programming period;
	(c)	the fulfilment of the Rule of Law, Charter and UNCRPD, and PIF horizontal conditions laid down in Articles 8, 9 and 9a [Rule of law, and charter and UNCRPD, and PIF horizontal conditions] and their application throughout the programming period;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>66</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 56 – paragraph 1 – point g a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(g a)	the functioning of audit and control systems and the effectiveness of measures to ensure timely and efficient protection of the financial interests of the EU;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>67</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	The Member States shall take appropriate measures to protect the financial interests of the Union and to ensure that the use of funds in the implementation of the Plans complies with the applicable law, including applicable public procurement and State aid rules. They shall in particular ensure the prevention, detection, correction and reporting of irregularities, including fraud, corruption and conflicts of interest.
	1.	The Member States shall take appropriate measures to protect the financial interests of the Union and to ensure that the use of funds in the implementation of the Plans complies with applicable law, including as regards public procurement and State aid rules, and the avoidance of double funding. They shall in particular ensure the prevention, detection, correction and reporting of irregularities, including fraud, corruption and conflicts of interest, and any other illegal activities affecting the financial interests of the Union. Member States shall have in place systems guaranteeing a full audit trail to ensure the traceability of all funding provided under their Plans.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>68</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 2 – point c</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c)	take appropriate measures to prevent, detect and correct irregularities including fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest, including the use of data mining tools;
	(c)	take appropriate measures to prevent, detect, correct and report irregularities including fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest, including through the use of data mining tools;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>69</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 2 – point e</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(e)	ensure the avoidance of double funding from the Union budget, and take immediate measure to correct any situation of double funding by cancelling the most recent funds decided to the concerned operation;
	(e)	ensure the avoidance of double funding from the Union budget, and take immediate measure to correct any situation of double funding by cancelling the most recent funds decided to the concerned operation and, in the case of funds already disbursed, recover amounts constituting double funding;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>70</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 2 – point h – point ii</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(ii)	receive access to the data referred to in Article 63 [on data collection and publication] within the exercise of their respective competences.
	(ii)	receive timely, direct and unrestricted access to all documents, records, data, metadata and information systems necessary to assess legality, regularity and performance, including the flow of funds to beneficiaries, recipients, final recipients, contractors and subcontractors in accordance with Article 63 [on data collection and publication] within the exercise of their respective competences.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>71</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 2 – point i</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(i)	have systems and procedures in place to ensure that all supporting documents necessary for the audit trail related to a measure supported by the Fund are kept at the appropriate level for a ten year period from 31 December of the year in which the last payment by the Commission to the Member State is made; where a redress procedure has been initiated, an appeal has been lodged or where court proceedings have begun, the supporting documents shall be kept until those procedures or any subsequent recovery procedures are terminated;
	(i)	have systems and procedures in place to ensure that all supporting documents necessary for the audit trail related to a measure supported by the Fund are kept at the appropriate level for a ten year period from 31 December of the year in which the last payment by the Commission to the Member State is made; where a redress procedure has been initiated, an appeal has been lodged or where court proceedings have begun, the supporting documents shall be kept until those procedures or any subsequent recovery procedures are terminated; the audit trail shall include, at least, documents evidencing selection, legal commitments, conditions for support, procurement and contracts, payments, achievement of milestones and targets, performance data, corrections, recoveries and IMS reporting, down to the level of beneficiaries, recipients, final recipients, contractors and subcontractors;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>72</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 2 – point l</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(l)	ensure that all official exchanges of information with the Commission are carried out by means of an electronic data exchange system referred to in Annex XVI [SFC2028: electronic data exchange system between the Member States and the Commission]. Member States are not expected to verify the underlying costs of the operations and the measures when assessing the fulfilment of milestones and targets.
	(l)	ensure that all official exchanges of information with the Commission are carried out by means of an electronic data exchange system referred to in Annex XVI [SFC2028: electronic data exchange system between the Member States and the Commission]. Member States shall verify the underlying costs of the operations and the measures when assessing the fulfilment of milestones and targets.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>73</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 58 – paragraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	Member States shall inform the Commission by 15 February of each year on the progress in achieving the objectives established in the Plans, quantifying the fulfilment of each target and milestone, and progress achieved for output-based interventions supported by the Plans. This information shall be provided in accordance with the template set out in Annex IX [Reporting on progress in implementation of measures]. If no quantification on progress of milestones and targets is available in the progress reporting systems, the Member state shall provide an estimation of progress achieved, in accordance with the template set out in Annex IX [Reporting on progress in implementation of measures]. The information made available shall cover progress until the end of year N and shall be submitted as part of the annual assurance package referred to in Article 57(1), point (a).
	3.	Member States shall inform the Commission by 15 February of each year on the progress in achieving the objectives established in the Plans, quantifying the fulfilment of each target and milestone, and progress achieved for output-based interventions supported by the Plans. This information shall be provided in accordance with the template set out in Annex IX [Reporting on progress in implementation of measures]. If no quantification on progress of milestones and targets is available in the progress reporting systems, the Member state shall provide an estimation of progress achieved, in accordance with the template set out in Annex IX [Reporting on progress in implementation of measures]. The information made available shall cover progress until the end of year N and shall be submitted as part of the annual assurance package referred to in Article 59(1), point (a).


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>74</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 59 – paragraph 1 – point c – point ii</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(ii)	the funds were properly used;
	(ii)	the funds were properly used to achieve the objectives established in the NRP Plan;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>75</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 59 – paragraph 1 – point c – point iv a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(iv a)	the performance data reported for monitoring and evaluation are complete, accurate and reliable;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>76</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 59 – paragraph 2</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2.	The Commission shall take into account the information provided in the annual assurance package in order to decide whether any of the measures specified in Articles 66, 67 and 68 [interruptions][suspension of payments][financial corrections] are necessary.
	2.	The Commission shall take into account the information provided in the annual assurance package in order to decide whether any of the measures specified in Articles 66, 67 and 68 [interruptions][suspension of payments][financial corrections] are necessary. The Commission shall perform sample-based verifications on each annual assurance package.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>77</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 59 – paragraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	When submitting the final annual assurance package for the last financial year, the Member State shall confirm that the total payments from the Commission do not exceed the total amount paid by the Member State to the beneficiaries in implementing the Plan, taking into account the national contribution.
	3.	When submitting the final annual assurance package for the last financial year, the Member State shall confirm on the basis of verifiable and audited data, including verified underlying costs, that the total payments from the Commission do not exceed the total amount paid by the Member State to the beneficiaries in implementing the Plan, taking into account the national contribution and any recoveries or financial corrections. Where this condition is not met, the excess amount shall be recovered.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>78</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 60 – paragraph 5</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	The Commission shall carry out audits during the implementation of the Fund and up to three years following the date of the final payment.
	5.	The Commission shall verify the annual assurance package and shall carry out annual audits during the implementation of the Fund and up to three years following the date of the final payment.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>79</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 60 – paragraph 6</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6.	The Commission is not expected to verify the underlying costs of the operations for the purpose of its audit work.
	6.	The Commission shall verify the underlying costs of the operations for the purpose of its audit work and to ensure compliance with applicable law, inlcuding public procurement and state aid, and the absence of fraud, corruption, conflicts of interest and any other illegal activities affecting the Union financial interests.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>80</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 61 – paragraph 4</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4.	The Commission and the audit authority may decide not to audit milestones and targets in any year where they have already been subject to an audit by the European Court of Auditors.
	4.	The Commission and the audit authority may decide not to audit milestones and targets in any year where they have already been subject to an audit by the European Court of Auditors. Assurance may be drawn from statement of assurance audits carried out by the European Court of Auditors only where such audits were carried out with the same scope and objective.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>81</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 61 – paragraph 6 – point a</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a)	there is a specific risk or suspicion of fraud, corruption or conflicts of interest or another serious non-compliance with the responsibilities of Member States referred to in Article 58 [Responsibilities of Member States];
	(a)	there is a specific risk or suspicion of fraud, corruption or conflicts of interest or other illegal activities affecting the financial interests of the Union, or another serious non-compliance with the responsibilities of Member States referred to in Article 58 [Responsibilities of Member States];


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>82</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 62 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	Article 62a

	
	Unique identifier and checks for double-funding

	
	Where an operation receives combined or cumulative support from the Union budget, the Commission and the relevant Member State shall ensure that that operation is assigned a unique identifier enabling traceability across programmes and systems, and that ex ante cross-checks and risk-based ex post checks are performed in order to prevent, detect and correct double funding.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>83</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 64 – paragraph 5 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5 a.	Any restriction of publication under this Article shall be necessary and proportionate and shall be documented. Where publication is restricted, the Member State and, where applicable, the Commission shall publish a non-confidential summary of the relevant information.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>84</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 65 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	Payments by the Commission shall be made in accordance with the budget appropriations and subject to the available funding.
	1.	Payments by the Commission shall be made in accordance with the budget appropriations and subject to the available funding. Pay-out values assigned to each milestone and target shall reflect the relative importance of that milestone and target, and be proportionate to the cost estimated as being needed to achieve them.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>85</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 65 – paragraph 5 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	5 a.	The Commission shall verify the fulfilment of milestones and targets based on sufficient documentary evidence prior to making the corresponding payment.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>86</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 67 – paragraph 1 – point e</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(e)	the Council has decided that a Member State:
	deleted

	(i)	has not taken effective action to correct its excessive deficit, unless the Council has adopted a recommendation under Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2024/1263 of the European Parliament and of the Council in the event of a severe economic downturn in the euro zone or the Union as a whole;
	

	(ii)	has not taken corrective action to correct its excessive imbalances, unless the Council has adopted amendments to its recommendation under Article 9(4) of Regulation (EU) No 1176/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council;
	

	(iii)	has decided that a Member State does not comply with the policy requirements contained in the macroeconomic adjustment programme referred to in Article 7 of Regulation (EU) No 472/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council for reasons within the control of the Member State concerned.
	


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>87</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 78 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	Unless provided otherwise in this Regulation, where the total estimated cost of an operation does not exceed EUR 400 000, the public support provided to the beneficiary by the Member State shall take the form of financing not linked to cost or, a unit costs, lump sums or, flat rate, except for operations for which the support constitutes state aid.
	1.	Unless provided otherwise in this Regulation, where the total estimated cost of an operation does not exceed EUR 200 000, the public support provided to the beneficiary by the Member State shall take the form of financing not linked to cost or, a unit costs, lump sums or, flat rate, except for operations for which the support constitutes state aid.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>88</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 78 – paragraph 2 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2 a.	Where support takes the form of financing not linked to costs or simplified cost options, the managing authority shall define objective, measurable and verifiable conditions for payment, including the evidence required to demonstrate the achievement of outputs, results, milestones or other conditions.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>89</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 78 – paragraph 2 b (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2 b.	The document referred to in paragraph 1 shall specify at least:

	
	(a) the methodology for determining the amount of support;

	
	(b) the objectively verifiable conditions triggering payment;

	
	(c) the procedure for verifying fulfilment, including, where appropriate, independent verification;

	
	(d) the consequences of partial or non-fulfilment, including proportional reductions, suspensions and recoveries where applicable.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>90</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 78 – paragraph 2 c (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	2 c.	The use of financing not linked to costs and simplified cost options shall not affect the application of rules on exclusion, conflicts of interest, avoidance of double funding, compliance with applicable Union and national law, or the audit and investigation rights of the Commission, OLAF, the European Court of Auditors and, as appropriate, the EPPO.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend></RepeatBlock-Amend>
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