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OPINION
The Committee on International Trade submits the following to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible:
[bookmark: EndB]<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Subheading 14 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Trade, investment and trade facilitation


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27a.	Welcomes the comprehensive package of agreements under the modernised EU-Switzerland framework, including the update of the five existing internal market agreements on air transport, land transport, the free movement of persons, mutual recognition of conformity assessment, and trade in agricultural products, as well as the new agreements on food safety, health and electricity; considers that these agreements will further facilitate trade in goods and services between the EU and Switzerland by reducing technical barriers, strengthening cooperation on conformity assessment, modernising agricultural trade arrangements and supporting the movement of persons; underlines that the package enhances legal certainty for economic operators and deepens economic integration, to the benefit of both parties;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27b.	Stresses the strategic importance of the trade and investment partnership between the EU and Switzerland, noting that the EU is Switzerland’s largest trading partner, accounting for 53 % of its trade in goods and services, while Switzerland was the EU’s fourth largest trading partner in 2024 in terms of imports, exports and overall trade;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27c.	Highlights that total trade in goods between the EU and Switzerland reached EUR 328.3 billion in 2024, with EU exports amounting to EUR 193.4 billion and imports to EUR 134.9 billion, resulting in a trade surplus of EUR 58.6 billion for the EU;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 d (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27d.	Notes that Switzerland accounted for 5.5 % of the EU’s total goods imports and 7.5 % of its total goods exports in 2024, representing 6.5 % of the EU’s overall trade in goods;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 e (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27e.	Underlines that Switzerland is also a key partner of the EU for trade in services, accounting for nearly 9 % of the EU’s total trade in services in 2023;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 f (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27f.	Emphasises the depth of the investment ties between the two partners, recalling that businesses from the EU account for more than two thirds of foreign direct investment (FDI) in Switzerland, while Swiss companies have invested approximately EUR 588 billion in the EU, which represents nearly half of total Swiss outward FDI, making Switzerland one of the largest non-EU investors in the EU;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 g (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27g.	Notes that the progress achieved through this package is greatly valued and meaningfully strengthens EU-Switzerland trade relations, but nevertheless encourages the EU and Switzerland to further strengthen their bilateral trade and investment relations by aiming to conclude a comprehensive trade agreement, including, in particular, areas that are not currently addressed by a bilateral agreement, such as trade in services; believes that a modern EU-Switzerland investment protection agreement would increase legal certainty for investors on both sides; encourages the Commission, therefore, to propose a mandate for negotiating a modern EU-Switzerland free trade agreement and an EU-Switzerland investment protection agreement; 


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>9</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 h (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27h.	Recalls that, in the current geopolitical context marked by instability, economic coercion and increasing fragmentation of global trade, the EU must strengthen its strategic partnerships with like-minded countries and further diversify its trade network and supply chains; underlines that Switzerland, as a close neighbour and reliable partner, plays a central role in contributing to the EU’s economic security and strategic resilience;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>10</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 i (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27i.	Reaffirms that an open, rules-based trade policy, combined with the diversification of partners, suppliers and transport routes, remains the EU’s most effective instrument for reducing structural vulnerabilities to external shocks and supply disruptions; stresses that deepened and modernised relations with Switzerland contribute directly to this objective;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>11</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 j (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27j.	Encourages closer, more structured and more forward-looking cooperation between the EU and Switzerland in order to build networked resilience against trade and supply chain disruptions, including through coordinated preparedness, enhanced cooperation in critical sectors and complementary approaches to crisis response; calls for enhanced dialogue on specific shared challenges to economic security, such as overcapacity, unfair competition from non-market economies and economic coercion, through the newly established high-level dialogue between the EU and Switzerland, with the aim of coordinating approaches and exchanging information and best practice;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>12</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 k (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27k.	Welcomes the comprehensive package of agreements between the EU and Switzerland as a forward-looking and strategic step towards reinforcing mutual economic security, strengthening strategic cooperation with a like-minded partner and advancing the EU’s objective of diversified, resilient and mutually beneficial external partnerships;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>13</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 l (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27l.	Welcomes Switzerland’s decision to align with the EU’s sanctions against Russia; underlines that Switzerland’s alignment with EU sanctions policy strengthens the coherence and effectiveness of the EU’s trade and economic security measures; calls for Switzerland to continue to align with EU sanctions packages in future;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>14</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 m (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27m.	Encourages the EU and Switzerland to maintain open dialogue and coordination with regard to public procurement approaches, in order to ensure that reliable partners who are deeply integrated into each other’s supply chains can continue to access each other’s public procurement opportunities;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>15</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 n (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27n.	Reaffirms that the EU and Switzerland share a strong commitment to a rules-based multilateral trading system, which remains a cornerstone of their trade policies; underlines that, as highly open and globally integrated economies, both partners depend on stable, transparent and enforceable international trade rules;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>16</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 o (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27o.	Calls for enhanced cooperation between the EU and Switzerland in advancing the reform of the World Trade Organization (WTO) with a view to restoring a fully functioning and effective dispute settlement mechanism, updating the rulebook to reflect current economic realities and strengthening transparency, in order to counter protectionism and unilateral measures;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>17</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 p (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27p.	Emphasises that a reformed WTO must ensure greater predictability through enforceable rules, fairness by addressing structural imbalances and ensuring a level playing field, and flexibility by allowing for modernised governance structures and variable geometry approaches capable of responding to contemporary challenges in fields such as industrial policy, digital trade, climate action and economic resilience;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>18</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 q (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27q.	Encourages coordination between the EU and Switzerland within the WTO to devise a permanent solution for the WTO moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions and to pursue the inclusion of the WTO e-commerce agreement in the WTO legal framework;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>19</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 r (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27r.	Expresses regret that the Commission did not exclude Switzerland from the proposal for a regulation addressing the negative trade-related effects of global overcapacity on the EU steel market, despite the high degree of economic integration between the EU and Switzerland and the fact that Swiss steel production does not contribute to global steel overcapacity and does not have any adverse impact on the EU steel market;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>20</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 s (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27s.	Calls on the Commission, in the allocation of tariff rate quotas, to duly take into account the exceptionally close trade and industrial interlinkages between the EU and Switzerland in order to avoid unintended distortions in deeply integrated value chains; highlights the relevance of Swiss green steel and specialised steel for EU industry, in particular in sectors such as medical devices;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>21</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 t (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27t.	Calls for close cooperation between the Commission and the Swiss authorities to ensure that the application of steel safeguard measures, including ‘melt and pour’ requirements, does not create loopholes that could be exploited by third-country producers seeking to circumvent tariff rate quotas; underlines that effective information exchange, transparency and coordinated enforcement are essential to prevent quota evasion, while safeguarding the integrity of the EU’s trade defence instruments and preserving the smooth functioning of highly integrated EU-Switzerland value chains; 


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>22</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 u (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27u.	Calls for the continuation of a constructive and structured dialogue with Switzerland, including via the newly established high-level dialogue, in order to address outstanding trade concerns and common challenges affecting the steel industry on both sides and to boost domestic support, in Switzerland, for the Bilateral III package in the context of the forthcoming process for Switzerland’s ratification of the EU–Switzerland agreements ; stresses that mutual trust and predictability are essential for the successful ratification and implementation of the package;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>23</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 v (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27v.	Highlights that Switzerland is the EU’s fourth largest agri-food partner and that in 2023, 50 % of Swiss exports in this sector went to the EU, while 74 % of Swiss imports originated in the EU;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>24</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 w (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27w.	Welcomes the establishment of a Common Food Safety Area between the EU and Switzerland, as it introduces a single rulebook and an integrated and more efficient control system covering the entire food chain, including food and feed safety, plant health and plant protection products, and animal health and welfare; considers this a significant step towards deeper regulatory cooperation, enhanced legal certainty and stronger economic integration in the agri-food sector;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>25</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 x (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27x.	Welcomes the fact that the Common Food Safety Area is being established under the premise of Switzerland’s dynamic alignment with the relevant EU acquis to ensure that the same high standards on food and feed safety and plant and animal health are applied simultaneously in both the EU and Switzerland, thereby providing reassurance to consumers and guaranteeing a consistently high level of protection across both markets; welcomes the fact that Switzerland can now access the EU rapid alert system, which will contribute to enhanced cooperation on crisis response concerning risks in the food supply chain and will improve consumer protection;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>26</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 y (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27y.	Highlights the fact that clearer, more transparent and harmonised rules and the removal of non-tariff trade barriers in the Common Food Safety Area will facilitate smoother trade flows in agri-food products, reducing administrative burdens for producers and businesses on both sides and strengthening the functioning of integrated value chains;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>27</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 27 z (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	27z.	Welcomes the inclusion of a dispute settlement system in the Common Food Safety Area and the update of the existing dispute settlement mechanism under the agreement on trade in agricultural products, allowing for compensatory measures in the event of non-compliance by a party, which ensures greater legal certainty and a level playing field;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend></RepeatBlock-Amend>
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