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OPINION
The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection submits the following to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible:
<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital C a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Ca.	whereas Andorra and San Marino have demonstrated a strong political, economic and cultural European vocation, and a strong will to pursue closer political, economic and cultural relations with the EU;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital C b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Cb.	whereas Andorra and San Marino are important economic partners for the EU as a whole and particularly for Member States in their immediate proximity, and provide employment opportunities;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital C c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Cc.	whereas nowadays political and economic systems face deep uncertainties, and global supply chains are increasingly fragmented; whereas further cooperation and association agreements are therefore a vital step towards promoting a strong, resilient and open European economy;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital D a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Da.	whereas the Agreement consists of a framework agreement, seven framework protocols, two associated state protocols and 25 technical annexes to each associated state protocol, containing all EU legal acts falling within the scope of the Agreement;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital D b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Db.	whereas the framework agreement establishes a coherent, effective and efficient institutional framework to ensure the uniformity of the internal market and legal certainty for economic operators and citizens; whereas it also allows for the provisional application of the Agreement between the EU and one of the associated states, pending the completion of the ratification process by all three contracting parties;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital D c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Dc.	whereas robust enforcement mechanisms ensure compliance with the Agreement’s obligations; whereas the Agreement also grants the parties the ability to take measures to safeguard their interests, including compensatory measures in cases of misapplication;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital D d (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	Dd.	whereas San Marino and Andorra have progressively strengthened their ties with the EU through several bilateral agreements, which will be replaced and superseded by the Agreement upon its entry into force;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 7</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	7.	Welcomes the conclusion of the Association Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of San Marino and the Principality of Andorra as an important step forward in significantly strengthening the mutually beneficial political and economic partnership and replacing the current customs unions between the EU and each of these countries; welcomes the fact that the Commission presented the Agreement as an EU-only agreement; highlights the fact that the Agreement is the most comprehensive one that the EU has concluded with any third country;
	7.	Welcomes the conclusion of the Association Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of San Marino and the Principality of Andorra as an important step forward in significantly strengthening the mutually beneficial political and economic partnership; welcomes the fact that the Commission presented the Agreement as an EU-only agreement, allowing a coordinated and expeditious ratification procedure; highlights the fact that the Agreement is the most comprehensive one that the EU has concluded with any third country;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>9</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 11</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	11.	Recalls that the Principality of Monaco had been officially engaged in the negotiation of an association agreement with the EU, alongside with Andorra and San Marino, since 2015; takes note of the suspension of negotiations with Monaco; considers it desirable, once all the necessary conditions are met, to resume negotiations with Monaco, which remains a close, like-minded partner for the EU;
	11.	Recalls that the Principality of Monaco had been officially engaged in the negotiation of an association agreement with the EU, alongside with Andorra and San Marino, since 2015; takes note of the suspension of negotiations with Monaco; considers it desirable, once all the necessary conditions are met, to resume negotiations with Monaco, which remains a close, like-minded partner for the EU and remains welcome to join the Association Agreement with Andorra and San Marino;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>10</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 11 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	11a.	Calls on the Commission to continuously monitor the adoption and implementation of the acquis falling under the scope of the Agreement, taking into account the respective dimensions and resources of Andorra and San Marino, and to provide the necessary institutional and policy support to the negotiating parties; calls for the establishment of an adequate monitoring and surveillance mechanism at European level to prevent and counteract any restrictions and distortions of competition within the internal market;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>11</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 11 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	11b.	Highlights the fact that the Agreement will significantly benefit economic operators, especially SMEs, by promoting a more dynamic business environment between the EU, San Marino and Andorra and giving consumers a broader choice;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>12</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 12</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	[bookmark: _GoBack]12.	Welcomes the fact that the Agreement allows Andorra and San Marino to participate in the EU’s internal market for the mutual benefit of both sides; highlights the fact that their access to the internal market will become comparable to that of the one of the countries of the European Economic Area;
	12.	Welcomes the fact that the Agreement allows Andorra and San Marino to participate in the EU’s internal market for the mutual benefit of businesses, in particular SMEs, and consumers on both sides, under equal conditions of competition and respecting the same rules; highlights the fact that their access to the internal market will become comparable to that of the one of the countries of the European Economic Area;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>13</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 12 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	12a.	Emphasises that participation in the EU’s internal market is a transformative opportunity for the economies of Andorra and San Marino, significantly enhancing their economic potential by dismantling existing barriers to cross-border economic activity and fostering growth beyond the framework of the current customs union; notes, furthermore, that participation in the internal market is fully conditional on consistent compliance with the internal market’s comprehensive body of rules and principles;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>14</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 13</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	13.	Emphasises the indivisibility of the four freedoms and the importance of compliance with the rules and principles of the internal market and of the establishment of a level playing field; welcomes the fact that the EU principle of non-discrimination on grounds of nationality is extended to Andorra and San Marino;
	13.	Emphasises the indivisibility of the four freedoms and the importance of compliance with the rules and principles of the internal market and of the establishment of a level playing field with strong and resilient institutional foundations; underlines the importance of maintaining the integrity and homogeneity of the internal market and of respecting the four freedoms; recalls the merits and economic benefits for businesses of full access to the internal market for both products and services, in particular for SMEs, and highlights the need to preserve within it a level playing field and strong, resilient and effective institutional foundations for the benefit of all; welcomes the fact that the EU principle of non-discrimination on grounds of nationality is extended to Andorra and San Marino;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>15</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 13 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	13a.	Supports the effective participation of Andorra and San Marino in an extended internal market under equal conditions of competition and regulatory alignment, replacing the existing customs unions between the EU and these countries; welcomes the measures to support legitimate business activities by striking a balance between customs controls and trade facilitation while simplifying customs procedures;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>16</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 13 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	13b.	Reiterates that the comprehensive access to the internal market enabled under this Agreement is inherently designed for the mutual benefit of all parties involved, creating new and tangible opportunities for businesses, investors and citizens across the EU, Andorra and San Marino alike, underpinned by compliance with internal market rules and principles;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>17</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 14</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	14.	Underlines the importance of the free movement of persons for citizens of the EU, San Marino and Andorra; takes note of several adjustments in the area of free movement of persons, such as quantitative limits regarding certain types of residence, that seek to preserve the socio-economic inclusion of San Marino and Andorra’s citizens;
	14.	Underlines the importance of the free movement of persons for citizens of the EU, San Marino and Andorra; takes note of several adjustments in the area of free movement of persons, such as quantitative limits regarding certain types of residence, that seek to preserve the socio-economic inclusion of San Marino and Andorra’s citizens; stresses that the right of establishment is an essential tool for enhancing the economic and entrepreneurial potential of Andorra and San Marino in the context of the internal market;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>18</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	16.	Takes note of the transitional periods in areas such as telecommunications, transport and energy;
	16.	Takes note of the transitional periods in areas such as telecommunications, transport and energy; considers that the Agreement should provide for ongoing monitoring in all these areas to ensure gradual and consistent alignment with the EU acquis throughout the respective transition periods;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>19</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 17</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	17.	Considers it important to offer administrative and technical assistance to Andorra and San Marino, given their limited administrative resources, in order to support swift alignment with the existing EU acquis and with a view to dynamic regulatory alignment and the effective implementation and enforcement of the Agreement;
	17.	Considers it important to offer administrative and technical assistance to Andorra and San Marino, given their limited administrative resources, in order to support swift alignment with the existing EU acquis and with a view to dynamic regulatory alignment and the effective implementation and enforcement of the Agreement; encourages Andorra and San Marino to proactively engage in this process, as alignment enhances transparency, fosters competition and improves business efficiency, ultimately reinforcing market integration;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>20</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 17 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	17a.	Calls for the facilitation of the free movement of goods and services between Andorra, San Marino and the EU Member States to enhance economic integration and connectivity; underlines that aligning the regulatory and legal frameworks with EU standards reduces bureaucratic hurdles, strengthens cross-border cooperation and fosters a more interconnected and dynamic economic environment; emphasises that unrestricted movement within the EU deepens social and economic integration, benefiting the citizens and businesses of Andorra and San Marino;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>21</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 18</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	18.	Welcomes the fact that the Agreement has the potential to enhance cooperation in a wide range of policy areas of common interest, such as research and development, environment and climate action, education, culture, civil protection and public health;
	18.	Highlights that the Agreement includes a framework for cooperation in policy areas beyond the four freedoms; welcomes the fact that the Agreement has the potential to enhance cooperation in a wide range of policy areas of common interest, such as research and development, environment and climate action, education, culture, consumer protection, civil protection and public health;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>22</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 18 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	18a.	Notes that the implementation of these policies, together with alignment with the internal market, will foster deeper integration with the EU, enhance sustainable growth and benefit consumers in Andorra and San Marino; highlights the fact that consumers in Andorra and San Marino will benefit from a wider variety of goods and services at competitive prices, enhancing their purchasing power and overall quality of life;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>23</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 19</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	19.	Encourages the development of closer ties with Andorra and San Marino in the area of justice and home affairs too;
	19.	Welcomes the establishment of a dispute settlement mechanism with the Court of Justice of the European Union as arbiter of disputes on the interpretation and application of the Agreement, which will safeguard the cohesiveness of the internal market; encourages the development of closer ties with Andorra and San Marino in the area of justice and home affairs;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>24</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	25.	Commends Andorra and San Marino’s efforts to communicate the advantages and obligations conferred by the Agreement and encourages continued transparency in order to ensure public awareness;
	25.	Commends Andorra and San Marino’s efforts to communicate the advantages and obligations conferred by the Agreement and encourages continued transparency in order to ensure public awareness; stresses the need for the authorities of Andorra and San Marino to provide transparent and accessible information to citizens, including through comprehensible tools, on the contents of the Agreement, its effects and regulatory implications; stresses the importance of adhesion to the Agreement being supported by informed consent on the part of the respective populations;


</Amend></RepeatBlock-Amend>
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[bookmark: FootprintPageAD]ANNEX: ENTITIES OR PERSONS
FROM WHOM THE RAPPORTEUR HAS RECEIVED INPUT
<FootprintIntro>The rapporteur for opinion declares under her exclusive responsibility that she did not include in her opinion input from interest representatives falling within the scope of the Interinstitutional Agreement on a mandatory transparency register[footnoteRef:1], or from representatives of public authorities of third countries, including their diplomatic missions and embassies, to be listed in this Annex pursuant to Article 8 of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure.</FootprintIntro> [1:  Interinstitutional Agreement of 20 May 2021 between the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission on a mandatory transparency register (OJ L 207, 11.6.2021, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_interinstit/2021/611/oj).] 
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