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OPINION
The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection submits the following to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee responsible, the following:
[bookmark: IntroA][bookmark: EndA]<RepeatBlock-AmendA>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	16.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	16.	Stresses that the EU-Switzerland relationship is marked by exceptional economic interdependence, including the fact that Switzerland is the EU’s fourth biggest trading partner for goods, and that bilateral trade in goods reached around EUR 328 billion in 2024; notes that the EU accounts for more than half of Switzerland’s external trade, with around 51 % of Swiss exports and 70 % of Swiss imports; underlines that this interdependence is felt most directly in border regions, where mobility, well-functioning cross-border supply chains and business depend on stable legal conditions and the absence of regulatory breaks;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16a.	Recalls that stable and predictable internal market cooperation between the EU and Switzerland contributes to economic resilience in times of geopolitical uncertainty, by safeguarding integrated supply chains and labour mobility and ensuring consumer access to goods and services, particularly in border regions while preserving fair competition;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16b.	Notes that the comprehensive package reflects Switzerland’s continued choice to pursue sectoral participation in the EU’s internal market, limited to the areas covered by the agreements and within the framework that continues to structure EU-Switzerland relations; underlines that such participation must safeguard internal market integrity through legal certainty, homogeneous application and robust enforcement, based on a genuine level playing field, as divergence or ambiguity quickly raises compliance costs and reduces predictability for economic operators, particular small and medium-sized enterprise (SMEs), workers and consumers; stresses that the effective implementation and enforcement of the agreements should ensure that SMEs can fully benefit, notably through simplified administrative procedures, reduced compliance costs and improved access to cross-border markets;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16c.	Stresses that Switzerland’s sectorial participation in the EU internal market is inseparable from its acceptance of the free movement of persons, which enables cross-border economic integration by ensuring the mobility of workers and service providers, supporting fair competition and allowing the effective functioning of integrated value chains, in particular in border regions; recalls that this participation remains partial and does not extend to all internal market policies;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 d (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16d.	Underlines that the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the critical importance of solidarity and coordination; stresses that cooperation between the EU and Switzerland should ensure rapid and coordinated responses in times of cross-border health emergencies to safeguard the resilience of integrated supply chains and the functioning of the internal market in times of crisis; calls for structured information-sharing, interoperable digital systems and coordinated emergency procurement procedures;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 e (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16e.	Stresses that Switzerland is not part of the customs union nor the common commercial policy and that its participation does not extend to several key EU policies; considers that clarity on these limits is necessary to ensure transparency, manage expectations and strengthen the political legitimacy of Switzerland’s partial participation in the EU internal market;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 f (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16f.	Notes that, under the current framework, Switzerland has in many instances aligned its national rules with evolving EU rules in order to facilitate smooth economic exchanges; welcomes the fact that the agreements introduce a structured and predictable approach to keeping relevant internal market rules up to date through dynamic alignment, including mechanisms ensuring the integration of relevant horizontal internal market acts where appropriate, thereby reducing regulatory gaps that have generated disruption and legal uncertainty, notably for SMEs operating across borders;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 g (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16g.	Welcomes the fact that the package links dynamic alignment to the enhanced involvement of Switzerland in the preparation of EU acts to be integrated in the package, including consultation of Swiss experts and, where relevant, their participation in corresponding committees and expert groups without voting rights; considers that ‘decision-shaping’ can facilitate preparation for the implementation of the agreements and help anticipate practical implementation challenges;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>9</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 h (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16h.	Welcomes the fact that the package addresses long-standing governance shortcomings that previously hindered timely updating and contributed to legal uncertainty; underlines that participation in internal market-related areas depends not only on formally stated rights and obligations, but also on governance that prevents prolonged uncertainty, delivers timely solutions to disputes and maintains homogeneous application in the areas covered;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>10</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 i (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16i.	Notes that the package is conceived as a coherent whole and that, where necessary to remedy an imbalance resulting from non-compliance with an arbitral ruling, proportionate compensatory measures may apply not only within the agreement concerned but also across other agreements in fields related to the internal market; stresses the need for proportionality and legal clarity so that enforcement is credible while avoiding unnecessary negative effects for citizens, consumers, and SMEs operating across borders;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>11</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 j (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16j.	Notes the high degree of integration of EU and Swiss steel value chains and underlines that Switzerland does not contribute to global overcapacity of steel; calls on the Commission to review the measures addressing the negative trade-related effects of global overcapacity, including the absence of an exemption or equivalent treatment for Switzerland, so as to preserve effective protection against trade diversion while avoiding disproportionate disruption of closely integrated cross-border supply chains, notably in border regions;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>12</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 k (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16k.	Notes that bilateral relations are founded on respect for each party’s institutional and democratic processes, including Switzerland’s federal system and direct democracy; stresses that, from an internal market perspective, legal certainty for citizens and economic operators requires predictable timelines and transparent communication during ratification, so that businesses and cross-border regions can plan and invest with confidence;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>13</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 l (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16l.	Stresses that a modernised internal market requires robust, interoperable digital infrastructure and seamless cross-border data flows; calls for the agreements to ensure that Swiss digital service providers and tech companies fully respect the EU’s digital single market acquis, especially related to e-commerce, including the Digital Services Act1a (DSA), the Digital Markets Act1b (DMA), the Data Act and the Artificial Intelligence Act1c, when operating within the EU, thereby guaranteeing a level playing field for European tech startups and SMEs; calls for the enforcement of the EU consumer protection acquis , including alignment withrelevant EU consumer laws;
______________
1a Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 October 2022 on a Single Market For Digital Services and amending Directive 2000/31/EC (Digital Services Act) (OJ L 277, 27.10.2022, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/2065/oj).

1b Regulation (EU) 2022/1925 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2022 on contestable and fair markets in the digital sector and amending Directives (EU) 2019/1937 and (EU) 2020/1828 (Digital Markets Act) (OJ L 265, 12.10.2022, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/1925/oj).

1c Regulation (EU) 2023/2854 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2023 on harmonised rules on fair access to and use of data and amending Regulation (EU) 2017/2394 and Directive (EU) 2020/1828 (Data Act) (OJ L, 2023/2854, 22.12.2023, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2854/oj).



</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>14</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 m (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16m.	Emphasises the necessity of fully reciprocal, transparent and non-discriminatory access to public procurement markets at all administrative levels; calls for the integration of interoperable digital public procurement portals to ensure that EU companies can effectively compete for Swiss public contracts, particularly at the cantonal and municipal levels, and equally, that Swiss companies can seamlessly bid for EU tenders without facing artificial administrative, technical or localised barriers;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>15</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 n (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16n.	Underlines that the seamless functioning of shared internal market areas requires the streamlining of administrative procedures and a reduction in administrative burdens; urges the mutual application of the ‘once-only’ principle within the bilateral framework, ensuring that businesses and cross-border service providers are not required to repeatedly submit identical corporate or professional data to respective national, cantonal or municipal authorities, and calls for the full digitalisation of prior notification requirements;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>16</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 16 o (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	16o.	Stresses that physical border friction and complex paperwork remain significant non-tariff barriers for the trade of goods; advocates the interoperability and mutual integration of the EU Single Window Environment for Customs and other EU customs rules with Swiss digital customs systems; points out that such digitalisation is necessary to ensure that EU and Swiss logistics operators, as well as exporting SMEs, benefit from automated, paperless and real-time clearance procedures;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>17</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 17</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	17.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	17.	Stresses that mobility between the EU and Switzerland has direct internal market relevance in border regions, where cross-border work and service provision are part of everyday economic life, and underlines the importance of legal certainty for employers, workers and consumers;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>18</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 17 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	17a.	Calls for the enforcement of the EU consumer protection acquis, including alignment with the relevant EU consumer laws and cross-border workers’ rights, as provided for in the Treaties and in instruments such as Annex II to the Agreement on the Free Movement of Persons1a and other provisions as envisaged by the agreements, ensuring a harmonised regulatory environment in which EU and Swiss consumers and workers enjoy equal rights and protections;
__________________
1a Agreement between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the Swiss Confederation, of the other, on the free movement of persons (OJ L 114, p. 6, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2002/309(1)/oj).


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>19</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 17 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	17b.	Welcomes improved predictability with regard to the recognition of diplomas, academic qualifications and professional qualifications, and stresses that clear procedures are essential to facilitate the cross-border provision of services and to support SMEs that rely on skilled labour;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>20</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 18</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	18.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	18.	Calls for full compliance with EU State aid rules and for effective enforcement mechanisms in relevant sectors, including air, road and rail transport, in order to ensure fair competition and prevent distortions of the internal market;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>21</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 20</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	20.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	20.	Stresses that mutual recognition in relation to conformity assessment is a core internal market instrument, as it reduces technical barriers by preventing duplication of testing and certification; considers that its functioning is decisive for competitiveness, especially for SMEs that cannot absorb repeated certification costs; underlines that any such arrangements must fully respect EU standards and ensure a high level of consumer protection, including access to redress mechanisms where envisaged by any of the agreements, for example, within the new electricity agreement;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>22</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 20 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	20a.	Underlines that the value of mutual recognition in relation to conformity assessment lies not only in facilitating trade and preventing the re-emergence of legal uncertainty, regulatory fragmentation and unjustified barriers to market access, but also in preserving product safety and consumer confidence; stresses the importance of consistent interpretation, effective cooperation on market surveillance and practical administrative coordination, so that mutual recognition is not weakened by diverging practices that could lead to fragmentation or de facto barriers to trade;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>23</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 20 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	20b.	Notes the particular relevance for border region economies, including sectors such as machinery, medical devices and precision manufacturing, as well as other regulated product areas, where delays, duplication or uncertainty in conformity assessment pathways result in lost orders and reduced investment; stresses that the updated framework should be implemented coherently from the outset, with clear and accessible guidance for economic operators;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>24</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 20 c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	20c.	Welcomes strengthened cooperation on market surveillance in the areas covered by the mutual recognition framework, and stresses that effective surveillance cooperation is indispensable for maintaining trust in mutual recognition, ensuring product safety and preventing non-compliant products from entering the internal market, as well as avoiding fragmentation through diverging enforcement practices that would reintroduce de facto barriers to trade;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>25</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 24</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	24.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	24.	Welcomes the incorporation of State aid control into the bilateral framework for the internal market areas covered by the agreements; stresses that robust and effective State aid rules are indispensable wherever Switzerland participates in internal market areas, and underlines that transparency, control and enforceability are necessary to prevent State aid from distorting competition, particularly in border regions where EU and Swiss undertakings compete directly;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>26</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 24 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	24a.	Considers that the credibility of State aid control depends not only on substantive rules but also on effective oversight and swift, dissuasive remedies that prevent circumvention of State aid rules; stresses that this is essential to maintain trust among operators and to protect consumer welfare through fair competition;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>27</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	25.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	25.	Stresses that the cross-cutting institutional provisions are central to the stability of Switzerland’s participation in internal market areas, as they ensure predictable dynamic alignment, effective monitoring and enforcement, and a structured framework for addressing difficulties of interpretation or application; underlines that the internal coherence of the package, negotiated and concluded as a balanced set, is particularly important in border regions, where regulatory fragmentation would generate immediate economic and legal costs; stresses that regulatory gaps, weak enforcement or legal uncertainty risk distorting competition and increasing costs and unpredictability for all EU economic operators, in particular SMEs, as well as for workers and consumers;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>28</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	25a.	Underlines that the dispute settlement mechanism established by the agreements contributes to legal certainty and the uniform application of the rules in the internal market areas it covers, notably by ensuring that questions involving concepts of EU law are interpreted consistently through referral to the Court of Justice of the European Union, acting as an independent and impartial judicial authority in accordance with its established case-law; recalls, in this context, the judgment of the General Court of 4 February 2026 in Swissgrid v Commission (T-127/21)1a, which illustrates the binding legal effects and judicial review applicable to decisions concerning participation in internal-market mechanisms; underlines that proportionate compensatory measures are essential to ensure compliance; 

______________
 1a Judgment of the General Court of 4 February 2026, Swissgrid AG v European Commission, Case T-127/21, ECLI:EU:T:2026:71.


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>29</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	25b.	Considers that Switzerland’s regular financial contribution towards reducing economic and social disparities in the EU contributes to the coherence and strengthening of the single market as a whole and underlines that cohesion investments improve the functioning of the internal market from which Switzerland also benefits through its participation in selected areas, thereby reinforcing the balance and fairness of the partnership;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>30</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25 c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	25c.	Underlines that this contribution mechanism also serves a forward-looking political function by anchoring Switzerland’s participation in internal-market areas in a stable, predictable and rules-based framework, thereby supporting the public acceptance, legitimacy and long-term sustainability of the bilateral relationship;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>31</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 25 d (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	25d.	Considers that by stabilising, updating and deepening the bilateral partnership, the comprehensive package opens a new phase in EU-Switzerland relations, strengthening long-term stability, predictability and mutual trust, while laying a forward-looking foundation for continued cooperation and the possible further development of the bilateral partnership in the years to come;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>32</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 26</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	26.	[committees for opinion/amendments]
	26.	Welcomes the establishment of the new Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) through the protocol on parliamentary cooperation and stresses that the JPC should serve as a structured forum for dialogue, information exchange and debate between the European Parliament and the Swiss Federal Assembly on the broad bilateral package and its development, thereby fostering mutual understanding, transparency and trust between the EU and Switzerland, as well as offering parliamentary scrutiny of the implementation of the agreements;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>33</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 26 a (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	26a.	Underlines the personal dimension of the parliamentary exchange and stresses that continuous contacts between Members of the European Parliament and members of the Swiss Federal Assembly are essential to building trust and mutual understanding and to make the implementation of the agreements attentive to citizens’ expectations; considers that such exchanges help anticipate practical difficulties, clarify responsibilities and sustain commitment to predictable and fair rules for border regions, frontier workers, students, families and small businesses, and notes that the JPC may be informed on implementation, request relevant information and formulate recommendations;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>34</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 26 b (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	26b.	Stresses that cross-border regions, local and regional authorities and cantonal structures are directly affected by the application of the EU-Switzerland agreements and play a key role in translating them into tangible benefits on the ground; takes note, in this respect, of the opinion of the European Committee of the Regions, which highlights the importance of systematically taking territorial and cross-border perspectives into account in discussions on the development of the bilateral relationship;


</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>35</NumAm>

<DocAmend>Motion for a resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 26 c (new)</Article>
	

	Motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	
	26c.	Calls for the Delegation for Northern cooperation and for relations with Switzerland and the Swiss Federal Assembly to meet not only formally once per year, but also additionally on a biannual or trimestral basis, including in more informal settings;


</Amend>

</RepeatBlock-AmendA>
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[bookmark: FootprintPageAD]ANNEX: DECLARATION OF INPUT
<FootprintIntro>Pursuant to Article 8 of Annex I to the Rules of Procedure, the rapporteur for opinion declares that he included in his opinion input on matters pertaining to the subject of the file that he received, in the preparation of the opinion, prior to the adoption thereof in committee, from the following interest representatives falling within the scope of the Interinstitutional Agreement on a mandatory transparency register[footnoteRef:1], or from the following representatives of public authorities of third countries, including their diplomatic missions and embassies:</FootprintIntro> [1:  Interinstitutional Agreement of 20 May 2021 between the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission on a mandatory transparency register (OJ L 207, 11.6.2021, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_interinstit/2021/611/oj).] 

	1. Interest representatives falling within the scope of the Interinstitutional Agreement on a mandatory transparency register

	None

	2. Representatives of public authorities of third countries, including their diplomatic missions and embassies

	Swiss Mission to the European Union 

	Conference of Cantonal executive bodies of Switzerland

	European Movement Switzerland

	Swiss National Council

	Ambassador Rita Adam, Head of Mission of Switzerland to the European Union

	Markus Dieth, President of the Conference of Cantonal executive bodies of Switzerland

	Eric Nussbaumer, European Movement Switzerland and former Member of the Swiss National Council


The list above is drawn up under the exclusive responsibility of the rapporteur for opinion.
Where natural persons are identified in the list by their name, by their function or by both, the rapporteur for opinion declares that he has submitted to the natural persons concerned the European Parliament’s Data Protection Notice No 484 (https://www.europarl.europa.eu/data-protect/index.do), which sets out the conditions applicable to the processing of their personal data and the rights linked to that processing.
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