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Dear Mr Chair,
Under the procedure referred to above, the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs was asked to submit an opinion to your committee. At their meeting of 29 June 2023, the LIBE Coordinators decided to send the opinion in the form of a letter.
The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs considered the matter at its meeting of 18 July 2023. At that meeting[footnoteRef:1], it decided to call on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its interim report. [1: ] 

Yours sincerely,
Juan Fernando López Aguilar

[bookmark: _GoBack]
SUGGESTIONS
[bookmark: restart]1.	Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to increase the ceiling of Heading 4 to reflect the need for increased financing to cover the hoped for adoption of the New Pact on Migration and Asylum; points out that negotiations between the co-legislators are ongoing and insists that the mandates of both the Parliament and Council should be taken into account when revising the ceiling; further welcomes the increase as a response to needs resulting from the war against Ukraine and the subsequent decision to trigger the Temporary Protection Directive, which has put a particular strain on the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) and which will almost certainly require increased integration founding in the coming years; stresses, in that regard, the need to channel financial resources to achieve the objective of meaningful solidarity through the solidarity mechanisms proposed in the negotiating mandates of the European Parliament.

2.	Acknowledges the significant increase in the ceilings on Heading 6, reflected in the Commission’s proposal, resulting from an increasingly deteriorating situation in many neighbouring countries and beyond as a result of various crises of a global nature, while stressing that enhanced crisis response is essential given the multiple global challenges; emphasises that support for Ukraine must not lead to money being diverted from other regions or thematic priorities, and therefore enhanced funding for humanitarian aid (HUMA); 

3.	Stresses that additional funding for Heading 6 to support the management of migration in third countries should not underpin an approach of making financial assistance to third countries conditional upon their cooperation on migration issues; recalls that the Regulation establishing the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument requires cooperation with third countries, be that through migration partnerships or bilateral cooperation, to be implemented in full respect of international law, including international human rights and refugee law;

4.	Welcomes the Commission’s legislative proposals accompanying the MFF mid-term revision, specifically the proposal for a Regulation establishing the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (‘STEP’) and the proposal for a Regulation establishing the Ukraine Facility; recalls with regard to the STEP proposal that any personal data for monitoring the implementation of the activities carried out under the STEP Platform must be collected and processed in full respect for the right to the protection of personal data and the right to privacy;
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