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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EC) No 767/2008, (EC) No 810/2009 and (EU) 2017/2226 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1683/95, (EC) No 333/2002, (EC) No 693/2003 and (EC) No 694/2003 and Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement, as regards the digitalisation of the visa procedure
(COM(2022)0658 – C9‑0165/2022 – 2022/0132(COD))
(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)
The European Parliament,
–	having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2022)0658),
–	having regard to Article 294(2) and Articles 77(2), point (a) and 79(2), point (a) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament (C9‑0165/2022),
–	having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
–	having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure,
–	having regard to the letter from the Committee on Budgets,
–	having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (A9‑0000/2022),
1.	Adopts its position at first reading hereinafter set out;
2.	Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal;
3.	Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national parliaments.

<RepeatBlock-Amend><Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>1</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 8</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(8)	Visa applicants should be able to submit their application, provide data required in the application form, provide a scanned copy of the travel document, and provide supporting documents and travel medical insurance in digital format through the EU application platform. In order to enable applicants to save information relating to their application, the online application platform should be able to store data temporarily. Once the applicant has submitted the online application and the Member States perform the appropriate checks, the application file will be transferred to the national system of the competent Member State and stored there. Consulates would consult the information stored at a national level and push only the required data to the central VIS.
	(8)	Visa applicants should be able to submit their application, provide data required in the application form, provide an electronic copy of the travel document, and provide supporting documents and travel medical insurance in digital format through the EU application platform. In order to enable applicants to save information relating to their application, the online application platform should be able to store data temporarily. Once the applicant has submitted the online application and the Member States perform the appropriate checks, the application file will be transferred to the national system of the competent Member State and stored there. Consulates would consult the information stored at a national level and push only the required data to the central VIS.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>2</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 14</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(14)	Special provisions which should apply in individual cases because of humanitarian reasons could cover digital accessibility issues
	(14)	Special provisions which should apply in individual cases because of humanitarian reasons could cover persons with digital accessibility issues or limited digital literacy. Particular attention should be paid to persons with a disability.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 16 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(16a)	In certain third countries internet network coverage is still extremely limited. Particular attention should be given to circumstances where several applications are launched from the same location and the same IP address. Flagged IP address should not automatically lead to the disqualification of the visa application.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>4</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 17</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(17)	]The payment of the visa fee should be made by using a third-party gateway linked to the online application platform and the payments would be directly transferred to the appropriate Member State. The data required for securing the electronic payment should not form part of data stored in VIS.
	(17)	The payment of the visa fee should be made by using a third-party gateway linked to the EU application platform and the payments would be directly transferred to the appropriate Member State. The data required for securing the electronic payment should not form part of data stored in VIS.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>5</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 18 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(18a)	Local Schengen cooperation should also determine in specific cases the use of widely spoken unofficial languages in a visa procedure or for the translation of the application form. Local Schengen cooperation should also determine procedures for the transfer of electronic data for external service providers or representing Member States in cases where under local laws third countries prohibit such transfers outside of their territory.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>6</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 20</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(20)	Where the competent consulate or the central authorities of the competent Member State finds that it is responsible to examine the application, it should accept it and the data should be imported into the national system from the temporary storage as established by the VIS Regulation and deleted from the temporary storage with the exception of contact data.
	(20)	Where the competent consulate or the central authorities of the competent Member State finds that it is responsible to examine the application, it should accept it and the data should be imported into the national system from the temporary storage as established by the VIS Regulation and deleted from the temporary storage with the exception of contact data. Each Member State should designate a competent authority which is to be considered the data controller and which should have central responsibility for the processing of data by that Member State.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>7</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 28</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(28)	EU application platform should contain a functionality for applicants to verify their digital visas.
	(28)	EU application platform should contain a functionality for applicants to verify the validity of their digital visas.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>8</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 37</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(37)	In order to ensure that the application form and the refusal forms cater for the possibilities when a visa applicant submitted their application via the EU application platform or not, the power to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union should be delegated to the Commission to amend the list of information that the EU application platform should contain and to amend the appropriate standard forms and formats. It is of particular importance that the Commission carry out appropriate consultations during its preparatory work, including at expert level, and that those consultations be conducted in accordance with the principles laid down in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 April 2016 on Better Law-Making55 . In particular, to ensure equal participation in the preparation of delegated acts, the European Parliament and the Council should receive all documents at the same time as Member States' experts, and their experts should systematically have access to meetings of Commission expert groups dealing with the preparation of delegated acts.
	(37)	In order to amend certain detailed technical aspects of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 (EC) and in order to supplement Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, the power to adopt acts in accordance with Article 290 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union should be delegated to the Commission to update the application form, amend the refusal form, define the requirements of the secure account service, and define the content of simplified application forms for the confirmation of valid visas in a new travel document and for the extension of visas. It is of particular importance that the Commission carry out appropriate consultations during its preparatory work, including at expert level, and that those consultations be conducted in accordance with the principles laid down in the Interinstitutional Agreement of 13 April 2016 on Better Law-Making55. In particular, to ensure equal participation in the preparation of delegated acts, the European Parliament and the Council receive all documents at the same time as Member States' experts, and their experts systematically have access to meetings of Commission expert groups dealing with the preparation of delegated acts.

	__________________
	__________________

	55 OJ L 123, 12.5.2016, p. 1.
	55 OJ L 123, 12.5.2016, p. 1.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>9</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 37 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(37a)	In order to ensure uniform conditions for the implementation of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, implementing powers should be conferred on the Commission. Those powers should be exercised in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council1a.

	
	__________________

	
	1a Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 2011 laying down the rules and general principles concerning mechanisms for control by the Member States of the Commission's exercise of implementing powers (OJ L 55, 28.2.2011, p. 13)


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>10</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 40</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(40)	This Regulation respects fundamental rights and observes the principles recognised in particular by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. The introduction of an EU application platform and of a digital visa will fully respect the right to protection of personal data, the respect for private and family life, the rights of the child, and the protection of vulnerable persons All safeguards on fundamental rights included in the Visa Information System Regulation will remain fully applicable in the context of the future EU Visa application platform and of the digital visa, in particular regarding to the rights of child. The platform will have to take into account requirements laid down in the Accessibility Directive56 to ensure an easy access for people with disabilities.
	(40)	This Regulation respects fundamental rights and observes the principles recognised in particular by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. The introduction of an EU application platform and of a digital visa will fully respect the right to protection of personal data, the respect for private and family life, the rights of the child, and the protection of vulnerable persons. All safeguards on fundamental rights included in the Visa Information System Regulation will remain fully applicable in the context of the future EU Visa application platform and of the digital visa, in particular regarding to the rights of child. The platform will have to take into account requirements laid down in the Accessibility Directive56 to ensure an easy access for people with disabilities. Particular attention should be given to people with limited digital literacy, widely spoken unofficial languages, and internet access issues.

	__________________
	__________________

	56 Directive (EU) 2016/2102 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October 2016 on the accessibility of the websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies, (OJ L 327, 2.12.2016, p. 1–15).
	56 Directive (EU) 2016/2102 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October 2016 on the accessibility of the websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies, (OJ L 327, 2.12.2016, p. 1–15).


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>11</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 6 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 9 – paragraph 1b – point a a (new)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	(aa)	third-country nationals with a disability;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Particular attention should be paid to the accessibility for persons with disabilities, including by a possible derogation from using the EU application platform.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>12</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 8 – point c a (new)</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 11 – paragraph 3 – point b</Article2>
	

	Present text
	Amendment

	
	(c a)	point (b) of paragraph 3 is amended as follows:

	(b) 	the official language(s) of the host country.
	"(b) 	the official language(s) of the host country or widely spoken unofficial language(s) of the host country;"


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Special attention should be give, where appropriate, to take into consideration also the unofficial local languages which are widely spoken for which the translation of the EU application platform should be available in.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>13</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 8 – point c b (new)</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 11 – paragraph 4</Article2>
	

	Present text 
	Amendment

	
	(cb)	paragraph 4 is amended as follows:

	4.	If the official language(s) of the host country is/are not integrated into the form, a translation into that/those language(s) shall be made available separately to applicants.
	" 4. 	If the application form is not available in the official language(s) of the host country, a translation of it into that/those language(s) or widely spoken unofficial language(s) of the host country shall be made available separately to applicants."


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Special attention should be give, where appropriate, to take into consideration also the unofficial local languages which are widely spoken for which the translation of the application form should also be produced.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>14</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 8 – point c c (new)</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 11 – paragraph 5</Article2>
	

	Present text 
	Amendment

	
	(cc)	paragraph 5 is amended as follows:

	5.	A translation of the application form into the official language(s) of the host country shall be produced under local Schengen cooperation provided for in Article 48.
	"5. 	A translation of the application form into the official language(s) of the host country or widely spoken unofficial language(s) shall be produced under local Schengen cooperation provided for in Article 48."


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Member States should determine, in specific cases, under local Schengen cooperation also the unofficial widely spoken local languages into which the application should be translated.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>15</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 9</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 12 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Where the application is submitted via the EU application platform, the consulate or the external service provider shall verify that the presented travel document, which is presented in person in accordance with paragraph 2, corresponds to the scanned copy uploaded by the applicant.
	Where the application is submitted via the EU application platform, the consulate or the external service provider shall verify that the presented travel document, which is presented in person in accordance with paragraph 2, corresponds to the electronic copy uploaded by the applicant.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>16</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 9</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 12 – paragraph 5</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	5.	Where the quality of the scanned copy referred to in paragraph 4 is unsatisfactory or where there are doubts, notably regarding authenticity the competent consulate or the external service provider shall take a new scan and upload it to the EU application platform..;
	5.	Where the quality of the electronic copy referred to in paragraph 4 is unsatisfactory or where there are doubts, notably regarding authenticity the competent consulate or the external service provider shall take a new scan and upload it to the EU application platform..;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>17</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 20</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 26a – paragraph 1</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Visas shall be issued in digital format as a record in VIS, including a unique visa number. ;
	Visas shall be issued in digital format as a record in VIS, including a unique digital visa number. ;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>18</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 21 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	For applications submitted via the EU application platform, information regarding decisions on refusal and the reasons on which it is based shall be notified to the applicant by secure electronic means in accordance with Article 7f(1) of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008. The notification will contain the same information as set out in Annex VI, in the language of the Member State that has taken the final decision on the application and another official language of the Union.
	For applications submitted via the EU application platform, as soon as the refusal decision is available, the applicant shall be notified by electronic means in accordance with Article7f(1) of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008. A decision on refusal and the reasons on which it is based, as set out in Annex VI, shall be made available to the applicant in the secure account. The refusal decision shall be in the language of the Member State that has taken the final decision on the application and another official language of the Union.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>19</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 21 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Member States may add additional documents to the standard notification, justifying the refusal.
	Member States may add additional documents that substantiate the refusal decision.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>20</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 21 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 2 a (new)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	The period of the appeal shall be initiated once the visa applicant consults the decision in the secure account in the EU application platform.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>21</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 21 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32 – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 4</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The Commission shall adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 51a in order to amend the refusal form, as set out in Annex VI or as a notification as referred to in Chapter Ia of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.;
	The Commission shall adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 51a in order to amend the refusal form, as set out in Annex VI.;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>22</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 22</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32a – paragraph 1</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	Visa holders whose travel document has been lost, stolen or has expired and whose visa is still valid may apply for the confirmation of the visa linked to a new travel document.
	1.	Visa holders whose travel document has been lost, stolen or has expired or invalidated and whose visa is still valid shall apply for the confirmation of the visa linked to a new travel document, if they wish continue using the visa. The confirmation of the visa can be done, in principle, at the authority which issued the visa or under the terms communicated by the Member State.

	
	The decision on the confirmation of the visa in a new travel document shall be notified to the applicant by electronic means in accordance with Article 7f of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.

	
	The decision whether a visa is confirmed in a new travel document shall be made available to the applicant in the secure account.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>23</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 22</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32a – paragraph 2 – point (b)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b)	number of the visa;
	(b)	number of the digital visa;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>24</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 22</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32a – paragraph 4</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	4.	The visa holder shall be required to appear in person for the presentation of the new travel document in order to verify that this travel document corresponds to the scanned copy uploaded via the EU application platform, and that bearer of the travel document corresponds to the person for whom a visa was issued.
	4.	The visa holder shall be required to appear in person for the presentation of the new travel document in order to verify that this travel document corresponds to the electronic copy uploaded via the EU application platform, and that bearer of the travel document corresponds to the person for whom a visa was issued.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>25</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 23 – point b</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 33 – paragraph 8</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	8.	When a visa is extended pursuant to paragraphs 1 to 7 of this Article via the EU application platform, the extension shall be notified to the applicant by secure electronic means in accordance with Article 7f of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.;
	8.	The decision on the extension of the visa requested via the EU application platform shall be notified to the applicant by electronic means in accordance with Article 7f of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.

	
	The decision whether a visa is extended shall be made available to the applicant in the secure account.;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>26</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 1 – paragraph 1 – point 24 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 810/2009</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 34 – paragraph 6</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6.	A decision on annulment or revocation of a visa and the reasons on which it is based shall be issued in digital format by entering the data into the VIS, pursuant to Article 12 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, and notified to the applicant by secure electronic means in accordance with Article 7f of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008 or by means of the standard form set out in Annex VI for applications not submitted via the EU application platform. The notification shall contain the information set out in Annex VI.;
	6.	For applications submitted via the EU application platform, a decision on annulment or revocation of a visa and the reasons on which it is based shall be issued in digital format by entering the data into the VIS, in accordance with Article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.

	
	As soon as the decision on the annulment or revocation is available, the applicant shall be notified by electronic means in accordance with Article 7f(1) of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008.

	
	A decision on annulment or revocation and the reasons on which it is based, as set out in Annex VI, shall be made available to the applicant in the secure account.

	
	For applications not submitted via the EU application platform, a decision on annulment or revocation of a visa and the reasons on which it is based shall be notified to the applicant by means of the standard form set out in Annex VI.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>27</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7a – title</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	General public information on the EU-application platform
	General public information on the EU application platform


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>28</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7a – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 – introductory part</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	eu-LISA shall be responsible for publishing and updating the following general public information on the EU-application platform, upon receiving the following information from the Commission or the Member States:
	eu-LISA shall be responsible for publishing and updating the following general public information on the EU application platform, upon receiving the following information from the Commission or the Member States:


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>29</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7b – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 – introductory part</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	Without prejudice to Article 7ba, he applicant shall provide the following personal data in the application form:
	Without prejudice to Article 7ba, the applicant shall provide, if applicable, the following personal data in the application form:


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>30</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
[bookmark: _GoBack]<Article2>Article 7b – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 1 – point 28</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(28)	fingerprints collected previously for the purpose of applying for a Schengen visa; date (if known); visa number, if known;
	(28)	fingerprints collected previously for the purpose of applying for a Schengen visa; date (if known); digital visa number, if known;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>31</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7b – paragraph 2 – subparagraph 3 a (new)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	In relation to the temporary storage data eu-LISA shall be considered the competent authority and as controller in accordance with point (7) of Article 4 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and shall have central responsibility for the processing of data.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>32</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7b – paragraph 5 – subparagraph 1 a (new)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	A flagged IP address alone shall not automatically lead to disqualification of the application for a visa.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
In certain third countries internet network coverage is still extremely limited. Particular attention should be given to such circumstance where several applications are lunched from the same location and the same IP address. Flagged IP address should not automatically lead to disqualification of the visa application.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>33</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7b – paragraph 6</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	6.	The Commission shall, by means of implementing acts, define the content of a simplified application forms for confirmation of valid visas in a new travel document, as referred to in Article 32a of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009, and for extension of visas, as referred to in Article 33 of that Regulation, using the EU application platform. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 49(2).
	6.	The Commission shall adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 48a to define the content of the simplified application forms for confirmation of valid visas in a new travel document, as referred to in Article 32a of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009, and for extension of visas, as referred to in Article 33 of that Regulation, using the EU application platform.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>34</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7c – paragraph 2</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	2.	Applicants shall be able to use the EU application platform to submit a scanned copy of the travel document in electronic format, as well as supporting documents and proof of travel medical insurance in digital format, as applicable, pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 or Directive 2004/38/EC.
	2.	Applicants shall be able to use the EU application platform to submit a copy of the travel document in electronic format, as well as supporting documents and proof of travel medical insurance in digital format, as applicable, pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 or Directive 2004/38/EC.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>35</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7c – paragraph 9 – subparagraph 3</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	The application platform shall be designed so as to ensure that Article 19 paragraphs (4) and (4a) of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 can apply, in order to allow applications to be considered admissible.
	The EU application platform shall be designed so as to ensure that Article 19 paragraphs (4) and (4a) of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 can apply, in order to allow applications to be considered admissible.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>36</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7c – paragraph 13 a (new)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	13a.	In relation to the transferred data referred to in paragraphs 11 and 12, each Member State shall designate a competent authority which is to be considered data controller in accordance with point (7) of Article 4 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and which shall have central responsibility for the processing of data by that Member State. Each Member State shall notify the Commission of the designation.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>37</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7e – paragraph 1 – point a</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(a)	verify and perform quality checks on the data uploaded in the temporary storage capacity, notably the scanned copy of the travel document;
	(a)	verify and perform quality checks on the data uploaded in the temporary storage capacity, notably the electronic copy of the travel document;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>38</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7f – paragraph 1</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	Applicants and visa holders shall be notified of decisions taken by Member States on their applications or issued visas by secure electronic means.
	1.	Applicants and visa holders shall be notified of decisions taken by Member States on their applications or issued visas by electronic means.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>39</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 7g – paragraph 3</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	3.	The EU application platform shall offer a web-service functionality for applicants to verify the digital visa without the secure account service.
	3.	The EU application platform shall offer a web-service functionality for applicants to verify the validity of the digital visa without the secure account service.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>40</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 6 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 10 – paragraph 1 – point e</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(e)	visa number;;
	(e)	digital visa number;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>41</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 8</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 14 – paragraph 1 – point (d)</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d)	visa number of the extended visa;;
	(d)	digital visa number of the extended visa;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>42</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 9</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 15 – pararaph 2 – point f</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(f)	the visa number, long-stay visa or residence permit number and the date of issue of any previous visa, long-stay visa or residence permit;
	(f)	the digital visa number, long-stay visa or residence permit number and the date of issue of any previous visa, long-stay visa or residence permit;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>43</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 17 – point b</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 22o – paragraph 3 – point f</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(f)	IP address;
	deleted


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
This article concerns the data to be added by the competent authorities for the purpose of extending of a long-stay visa or residence permit renewal. The Rapporteur considers the collection of the IP address for that purpose is not necessary or sufficiently substantiated.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>44</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 2 – paragraph 1 – point 18 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EC) No 767/2008</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 22r – paragraph 3 – point c</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c)	visa number or number of the long-stay visa or residence permit and the date of expiry of the validity of the visa, long-stay visa or residence permit, as applicable;;
	(c)	digital visa number or number of the long-stay visa or residence permit and the date of expiry of the validity of the visa, long-stay visa or residence permit, as applicable;;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>45</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – point 1</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EU) 2017/2226</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 16 – paragraph 2 – point d</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d)	where applicable, the short-stay visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing Member State, the type of short-stay visa, the end date of the maximum duration of the stay as authorised by the short-stay visa, which shall be updated at each entry, and the date of expiry of the validity of the short-stay visa;
	(d)	where applicable, the short-stay digital visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing Member State, the type of short-stay visa, the end date of the maximum duration of the stay as authorised by the short-stay visa, which shall be updated at each entry, and the date of expiry of the validity of the short-stay visa;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>46</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – point 2 – point a</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EU) 2017/2226</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 19 – paragraph 1 – point d</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(d)	where applicable, the new visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing country;;
	(d)	where applicable, the new digital visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing country;


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>47</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – point 3</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EU) 2017/2226</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 24 – paragraph 2 – point b</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(b)	the short-stay visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing Member State referred to in Article 16(2), point (d);
	(b)	the short-stay digital visa number, including the three letter code of the issuing Member State referred to in Article 16(2), point (d);


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>48</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 8 – paragraph 1 – point 4</Article>
<DocAmend2>Regulation (EU) 2017/2226</DocAmend2>
<Article2>Article 32 – paragraph 5 – point c</Article2>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	(c)	visa number and the date of expiry of the validity of the visa;.
	(c)	digital visa number and the date of expiry of the validity of the visa;.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>49</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 9 – paragraph 1</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	1.	Five years after the date of start of operations according to Article 12 of this Regulation, the Commission shall evaluate the operation of the EU application platform. This evaluation shall include an examination of the results achieved against objectives and of the implementation of the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 and Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, as amended by this Regulation.
	1.	Three years after the date of start of operations according to Article 12 of this Regulation, the Commission shall evaluate the operation of the EU application platform. This evaluation shall include an examination of the results achieved against objectives and of the implementation of the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 and Regulation (EC) No 767/2008, as amended by this Regulation.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>
<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
The Rapporteur considers five years a long period for the evaluation of a tool that will take at least 4 years to develop. Three years after the date of start of operations is more appropriate and more in line with similar provisions in other legal acts, such as VIS, EES, ETIAS, SIS, which have evaluation foreseen after three years of functioning.
</Amend>
<Amend>Amendment		<NumAm>50</NumAm>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Article 10 – paragraph 3 – subparagraph 3</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	During this transitional period, visa holders shall be able to verify the digital visas using the web-service of the online visa application platform, referred to in Article 7g of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008 if the Member State processing their visa application decided not to avail itself of the EU application platform.
	During this transitional period, visa holders shall be able to verify the validity of the digital visas using the web-service of the EU application platform, referred to in Article 7g of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008 if the Member State processing their visa application decided not to avail itself of the EU application platform.


Or. <Original>{EN}en</Original>



</Amend></RepeatBlock-Amend>
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[bookmark: _Toc117168021]EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
On 27 April 2022, the Commission presented its proposal on the digitalisation of the visa procedure. The proposal aims at introducing the possibility to submit visa applications online through an EU digital visa application platform, and to replace the visa sticker with a digital visa. It will streamline and harmonise the procedures in the context of the common visa policy, and align travel, entry requirements and border checks within the Schengen area through digitalisation and the interoperability framework at the borders.
The legal basis of the legislative initiative is Article 77(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). Article 77(2)(a) TFEU empowers the Union to develop measures concerning ‘the common policy on visas and other short-stay residence permits’. Article 77(2)(b) TFEU empowers the Union to develop measures concerning ‘the checks to which persons crossing external borders are subject. Article 79(2)(a) empowers the Union to develop measures concerning ‘the conditions of entry and residence, and standards on the issue by Member States of long-term visas and residence permits’. As the legal instrument aims at the digitalisation of both short-stay and long-stay visas (only the digital visa format for the latter), a joint legal basis consisting of Articles 77(2) and 79(2) TFEU is needed.
Since the entry into force of the Visa Code[footnoteRef:1] in 2010 and the start of operations of the Visa Information System (VIS)[footnoteRef:2] in 2011, the environment in which the visa policy operates has changed considerably. On the one hand, migration and security challenges have increased in recent years; on the other significant technological developments provide new opportunities to make the Schengen visa application process smoother for both travellers and consulates. [1:  	Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 July 2009 establishing a Community Code on Visas (Visa Code) (OJ L 243, 15.9.2009, p. 1).]  [2:  	Regulation (EC) No 767/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 concerning the Visa Information System (VIS) and the exchange of data between Member States on short-stay visas (OJ L 218 13.8.2008, p. 60).] 

While visa processing is already partially digitalised, with applications and decisions recorded in the VIS, two important steps remain paper-based: the visa application process and the visa sticker.
When revising the EU Visa Code in 2019, the European Parliament and the Council explicitly stated the aim of developing a common solution to allow Schengen visa applications to be lodged online, thereby making full use of the recent legal and technological developments[footnoteRef:3]. By introducing the possibility for visa applicants to sign application forms electronically, the amended Visa Code[footnoteRef:4] has created the possibility for the digital submission and processing of visa applications. [3:  	Recital 20 in Regulation (EU) 2019/1155.]  [4: 	Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 of the European Parliament and the Council of 13 July 2009 establishing a Community Code on Visas (Visa Code) (OJ L 243, 15.9.2009, p. 1) and Regulation (EU) 2019/1155 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 amending Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 establishing a Community Code on Visas (Visa Code) (OJ L 188, 12.7.2019, p. 25).] 

The digitalisation of visa procedure is an opportunity to improve the visa application process, reducing the costs and the burden on stakeholders, while improving the security of the Schengen area. Moreover, the digitalisation of the visa process is in line with recent legislative developments relating to the IT landscape for border management, contributing to enhanced security of the Schengen Area.
The digitalisation of the visa procedure constitutes a positive development on the current state of play in which fragmentation in terms of national practices for managing the visa application process negatively affects the functioning of the EU Visa policy and the perception of the European Union as a single geographical entity.
While the Rapporteur welcomes the Commission’s proposal for digitalisation of the visa procedure, it seeks to further improve and strengthen it. Considering the new system will be fully digital, the proposal merits strengthening of the safeguards in relation to people with disabilities as well as addressing issues relating to digital literacy and internet accessibility. Furthermore, the Rapporteur finds it important also to address language accessibility issues of the EU application platform and the procedure. In line with the EDPS Opinion, the Rapporteur additionally proposes to strengthen the responsibility and roles of eu-LISA and national authorities at different stages of the data processing.
As regards the collection and processing of the IP address of the applicant, the Rapporteur questions the necessity and added value of such a data and further believes that additional guarantees are needed in order to ensure that flagged IP addresses alone never lead to disqualification of a visa application, for example due to low network accessibility in a given location or area.
Moreover, the Rapporteur believes that a modern, user-friendly digital solution, the simplified and harmonised administrative procedure for visa application, and the replacement of the visa sticker with a digital visa constitute a welcomed improvement in EU Visa policy and reduce security risks posed by the physical visa stickers. Therefore, and taking into consideration the significance of visa digitalisation for the citizens and for the European Union as a whole, the Rapporteur recommends that the Members of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs support this report.


[bookmark: _Toc117168022]ANNEX: LIST OF ENTITIES OR PERSONS
FROM WHOM THE RAPPORTEUR HAS RECEIVED INPUT

	Entity and/or person

	1.	TLScontact
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