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Christine Anderson (ESN)

Subject:  Secret service surveillance of the AfD during the election campaign: democratic
principles at risk?

In the light of the ongoing legal proceedings against the Saxony-Anhalt branch of the AfD
and the associated measures taken by the secret services! against the number one opposition
party in the opinion polls, during a state election campaign no less, I have the following
questions:

1.  What view does the European Commission take of the use of secret service resources to
monitor an opposition party that is currently leading in the opinion polls? This is
fundamentally a matter of whether such measures are compatible with democratic
principles and the rights of the opposition, in particular with regard to Article 2 of the
Treaty on European Union, which stresses the EU’s values and democracy.

2. The AfD has not yet been given access to the 134-page report, which makes a well-
founded judicial review considerably more difficult. How does the Commission view
this course of action in view of the rights to an effective remedy and a fair trial
enshrined in Article 47 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights?

3. How can the Commission ensure that such classifications and the associated intelligence
surveillance comply with the rule of law and do not violate fundamental democratic
rights? This includes, in particular, the protection of freedom of expression and political
participation, as enshrined in Article 11 and Article 12 of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights.
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