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Subject:  Disinformation on shared vs exclusive competences

The EU has taken much needed legislative action on forests, the most recent example being
the Nature Restoration law, which entered into force in August 2024. At the same time,
disinformation is still being spread, with claims that responsibility for forest policies lies
solely with the Member States. Past experience has shown us that such false claims can delay
action at EU level and may baffle citizens and raise anti-EU sentiments, irrespective of
whether they are the result of a genuine lack of knowledge or are purposefully planted to
discourage action at EU level.

Given the increasingly alarming reports on the state of EU forests and their resilience
(including as biodiversity hotspots and carbon sinks), and the need for a level playing field,
what steps will the Commission take to ensure that it continues to adequately address
evolving forest-related challenges, as provided for in the Treaties?
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