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Subject: Assessment of European universities and suitability of Shanghai Ranking

The Shanghai Ranking, which puts the spotlight on Anglo-Saxon universities, is often 
presented as a global benchmark. Yet it ignores key aspects such as teaching quality, research 
quality and graduate employability – all essential criteria for assessing how well universities 
fare.

In France, several universities have had to revise their strategies to meet the specific criteria 
of the Shanghai Ranking, in particular by grouping institutions together and changing their 
scientific research methods. However, these adjustments do not always reflect the core tasks 
and values of European higher education.

In view of the above:

1. What does the Commission make of the Shanghai Ranking as a means of assessing 
European universities?

2. Would it consider setting up an alternative ranking that is better adapted to the attributes 
and priorities of European higher education?

3. What could it do to support European universities so they are not forced to comply with 
international standards that do not correspond to their missions and intrinsic values?
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