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Subject: Compatibility of internal border controls with the Schengen Borders Code

Temporary internal border controls have been allowed at all German borders since 16 
September 2024. Following temporary border controls already in place at Germany’s borders 
with Austria, Switzerland, Czechia and Poland, the German Ministry of the Interior has 
ordered further temporary internal border controls to last six months at the country’s borders 
with Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, France and Denmark. It informed the 
Commission of the new border controls on 9 September 2024.

1. Are these internal border controls in line with Article 25(2) of the Schengen Borders 
Code (Regulation (EU) 2016/399), according to which such controls may be introduced 
only as a last resort?

2. Are these internal border controls consistent with the principles of necessity and 
proportionality set out in Article 26 of the Schengen Borders Code?

3. How does the Commission intend to avoid a domino effect if other Member States 
decide to follow Germany, France, Austria, Sweden, Denmark, Italy and Slovenia and 
reintroduce their own border controls?
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