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Subject:  Support for rural areas and the agricultural sector

The impact of the rise in energy prices across the European Union is being particularly hard
felt by the agricultural sector and rural areas, given the great dependence that farming, food
processing and transport have on energy. High energy costs affect not only farmers’
competitiveness but also food security and the economic sustainability of rural communities.

In these circumstances, could the Commission state:

1. What concrete measures it is considering to mitigate the impact of high energy prices on
the EU agricultural sector and rural areas?

2. Whether there are plans to support investment in sustainable energy solutions such as
renewable energy, farms and rural infrastructure, so as to reduce dependence on
conventional energy sources and the associated costs?

3. How it plans to support Member States in implementing specific measures to protect
farmers and rural communities that are vulnerable to energy price volatility, including
through the use of EU funding?
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