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Subject: Censorship on MEPs corporate devices

Parliament uses Blue Coat to censor the derstatus.at1 on the devices of EU staff and Members 
of the European Parliament. As the Washington Post brought to light back in 2013, Blue Coat 
is used to censor the internet for citizens in Syria, Russia, China and Iran, as well as in a 
number of other countries.2 Blue Coat was sold to Symantec a few years ago. Symantec in 
turn belongs to the US Silicon Valley group Broadcom. By April 2024, several EU antitrust 
authorities, as well as the Commission, had Broadcom itself in their crosshairs. At issue were 
allegations of twelvefold price increases and extortion!3

The European Parliament itself employs the American censorship tool used in ‘autocratic 
states’ around the world to restrict citizens’ freedom of information. Reporters Without 
Borders classed Blue Coat as one of the top 3 enemies of the internet, alongside the NSA tool 
PRISM.

1. Does the Commission use similar software on the equipment issued to Commissioners 
and Commission staff?

2. Is the website derstatus.at4 also blocked by the Commission for Commissioners and 
Commission staff?

3. If so, is the Commission informed of the list of websites blocked by the software?
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1 www.derstatus.at
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/report-web-monitoring-devices-made-by-us-firm-

blue-coat-detected-in-iran-sudan/2013/07/08/09877ad6-e7cf-11e2-a301-ea5a8116d211_story.html
3 https://www.derstandard.at/story/3000000216474/eu-kommission-nimmt-broadcom-wegen-vmware-ins-

visier
4 www.derstatus.at


