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Subject: The Working Time Directive as a challenge for the defence industry

In the spring of 2023, the Commission presented a proposal on establishing the Act in Support 
of Ammunition Production (ASAP). In Article 18 of the proposed regulation, Directive 
2003/88/EC (the Working Time Directive) is presented as a problem for the defence industry, 
which could be addressed through exemptions from some of the directive’s provisions.

However, Article 18 did not survive the trilogue, and was therefore not included in the 
regulation adopted.

With this in mind:

1. Does the Commission still consider the Working Time Directive to be a problem for the 
European defence industry and, if so, does the Commission intend to do something to 
address it?

2. Does the Commission consider that the Working Time Directive also poses challenges 
for other sectors, or are the problems identified specific to the defence industry?

3. Does the Commission intend to revise the Working Time Directive?

Submitted: 26.9.2024


