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Subject:  EU dependency on Russian fertilisers: challenges and strategies for boosting
domestic production

Despite sanctions on many other products, EU agriculture has become increasingly dependent
on Russian fertilisers since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. Imports of
Russian phosphate fertilisers into the EU surged from 402 000 tonnes in 2021 to 750 000
tonnes in 2023.

A likely explanation for this trend is that the EU aims to avoid placing additional pressure on
farmers who have already faced significant environmental and economic challenges in recent
years. Fertiliser prices spiked by 48 % in 2021 and 106 % in 2022. Without the continued
supply from Russia, prices would have escalated even further, exacerbating the strain on the
EU agricultural sector.

What is the Commission’s strategy for boosting domestic fertiliser production, particularly in
Member States with natural gas reserves, such as Romania?
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