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Subject:  Trips home by asylum seekers in the European Union

According to media reports and official intelligence, beneficiaries of international protection
are making short trips from EU Member States back to their countries of origin. Travel
agencies organise these trips via third countries using double-entry visas, which means that
the actual countries of destination do not appear in the travel documents. This practice is
likely to be in breach of the EU’s applicable asylum policy and the conditions for granting
international protection, as voluntary return to the country of origin is fundamentally at odds
with the need for protection.

1.  What information does the Commission have about unauthorised trips home taken by
people supposedly entitled to protection?

2. What specific measures does the Commission intend to take at EU level to prevent such
beneficiaries of protection from taking unauthorised trips home and to ensure uniform
checking practices in all Member States?

3. Does the Commission intend to introduce an EU-wide provision making it mandatory
for visas to be attached to the travel documents of such beneficiaries of protection? If
so, in what time frame?
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