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Subject: Tethered bottle caps 

For bottles for particular beverages, removable caps have been banned in the EU since 3 July 
2024. Following understandable protests on the part of consumers, a German packaging 
expert has now endorsed the criticism, describing tethered bottle caps as ‘illogical’. 
According to the packaging expert, this stipulation is not of practical benefit for the 
environment; it represents, rather, no more than action for action’s sake in an attempt to 
assuage bad consciences.      

1. How does the Commission view implementation of the directive and, in particular, of 
the stipulation on tethered caps, and what added value has it brought so far?

2. Which experts advised the Commission on this proposal, and in the preliminary 
discussions, were there already critical views similar to those of German packaging 
expert Markus Prem?

3. How does the Commission view this criticism of the directive and does it intend to 
consider an evaluation?
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