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Subject: Decommissioning of diesel vehicles 

A case is currently pending before the European Court of Justice (ECJ) against Mercedes-
Benz concerning, inter alia, the lawfulness of thermal windows. The ECJ has hinted that the 
ruling might mean that a large number of older diesel vehicles have been unlawfully 
registered, as a result of which, in turn, many cars would be taken off the road. The 
Commission has already announced that it does not intend to adjust the measurement values, 
thus presumably accepting the fact that millions of people will no longer be able to use their 
vehicles.     

1. Why is the Commission unwilling to compromise?

2. How will people whose vehicles are taken off the road be compensated, and how 
quickly will compensation be provided?
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