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Subject: Place of French staff in new Commission cabinets

In an interview with Le Monde on 29 September 2024, former European Commissioner 
Thierry Breton stated that, from what he gathered before leaving, the next Commission would 
have nine or ten German heads of cabinet and only one or two French. In the same interview, 
he said that in 2023, out of the 27 heads of cabinet for the European Commissioners, three 
were German and two were French, and that now six are German and none are French.

The Germans are no doubt competent, but it is hard to imagine they would be more competent 
than my fellow French citizens.

1. Will the next Commission be able to count on an administration that fairly represents 
the investment of the Member States of the European Union?

2. Is the accusation that German heads of cabinet are overrepresented in the Commission 
unfounded or is there some truth to it?

3. Will the next Commission be able to take into account the aspirations of the French 
people if there is such a disproportion in their ranks?
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