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to the Commission

Rule 144

Pernando Barrena Arza (The Left)

Subject:  Border controls imposed by France

The French Government has just announced that it will introduce border controls for a period
of six months from 1 November 2024. In recent years, the country has kept various border
crossings closed, causing serious inconvenience and disruption to people living in border
areas. In the most recent case, the situation went on for years on the basis of an exceptional
situation that was notified every six months, as stipulated by the Schengen Code.

I would therefore like to ask:

1. Does the Commission believe that France is abusing or fraudulently making use of the
exceptional situations provided for in the Schengen Code, given that such situations
have been notified to the Commission every six months over extended periods, and that
it has just announced that it will once again be doing so?

2. Will the Commission authorise this restriction of freedom of movement without an
analysis of the social and economic costs of the restrictions that have already been
applied in recent years?
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