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Subject: Italy-Albania agreement on extraterritorial detention of refugees and migrants

The Italian Government built a detention camp in Albania to hold asylum seekers from safe 
countries. Subsequently, the immigration unit of the Rome Court of First Instance ordered that 
the migrants Italy had already transferred to the centre in Albania be returned to Italy, citing a 
CJEU judgment of 4 October 2024, which called into question the Italy-Albania pact.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission believe that Italy’s model of outsourcing asylum seekers to a 
third country respects migrants’ right to effective protection of the rights enshrined in 
international humanitarian law?

2. Does it believe that this type of offshore detention centre is legal, given that it is under 
the legal jurisdiction of an EU Member State but is not located in EU territory? Is it 
legal to expel migrants from the EU and keep them in ad hoc camps outside the EU?
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