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Subject: Equality of healthcare for women

Women’s health issues are often seen as being limited to sexual and reproductive health. 
However, there are female-specific differences present in all medical disciplines and all 
aspects of diagnosis. Women regularly experience delays in diagnosis for the most common 
and deadly conditions, are more likely to be misdiagnosed and have a greater likelihood of 
receiving a psychiatric diagnosis for physical symptoms.

According to the European Institute of Women’s Health, health inequalities result in a loss of 
EUR 980 billion per year for the EU1.

1. What is the Commission’s approach to tackling women’s inequality in healthcare?

2. Is the Commission considering the creation of a specific women’s healthcare strategy 
for Europe to support the Member States in adopting relevant initiatives?
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1 https://www.cpme.eu/api/documents/adopted/2023/06/EIWH-Manifesto-for-Women’s-Health.pdf.


