Question for written answer E-002381/2024

to the Commission

Rule 144

Gaetano Pedulla' (The Left), Carolina Morace (The Left), Pasquale Tridico (The Left)

Subject:  Destruction of urban woodland in Gallarate (VA) and the Grow?29 project

The ‘Grow29’ project includes an ‘urban regeneration’ initiative to close four existing schools
and group them in a newly built school complex.

The project, funded from the Lombardy region’s 2021-2027 regional operational programmes
(ROPs) under the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the ERDF+, is worth
EUR 15 930 000.

It has entailed the felling of the woodland in via Curtatone in Gallarate, a natural habitat both
for the nesting of various bird species and for other fauna. This has caused a serious loss of
flora-fauna biodiversity and runs counter to general objective pursued by the European Union
of safeguarding and improving the environment, including the conservation of natural habitats
and wild fauna and flora. The municipal authorities have completed these works, flying in the
face of protests against them from citizens' groups and environmental associations which had
called for the renovation of the neighbourhood schools and the revitalisation of the green area.

With this in mind:

1.  Does the Commission consider using EU funding to destroy this urban woodland to be
in line with the objectives of the same funds and of the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030,
the Birds and Habitats Directives and other EU environmental protection instruments?

2. How could it improve the instruments at its disposal to prevent unsustainable land
consumption and the irreversible destruction of natural areas?
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