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Subject:  Design and construction of the bridge over the Strait of Messina: cost and division
into lots

Acting on the initiative of the government, the Italian Parliament has adopted legislation to
resume activities for the design and construction of a permanent link between Sicily and
Calabria — the Messina bridge project.

An updated cost-benefit analysis (document GERW0332) refers to a total cost of EUR 13.5
billion, whereas Article 7 of the tender agreement between Stretto di Messina SpA and
Eurolink, a temporary joint venture, for the final and executive design and construction of a
permanent crossing over the Strait of Messina, plus road and rail connections in Calabria and

Sicily, had stipulated a figure of EUR 3 879 599 733.00 plus VAT;

What is more, under Law No 120 of 8 August 2024, the project can be awarded via different
construction phases (Article 2(1)(1.2)), yet the tender procedure from April 2004 expressly
provided that the contract would not be divided into lots.

In the light of the above:

1.  Inthe Commission’s view, would the measure envisaged in paragraph 1 above
constitute a breach of Article 72 of Directive 2014/24/EU?

2. Inthe Commission’s view, would the measure envisaged in paragraph 2 above
constitute a breach of Article 46 of Directive 2014/24/EU?

3. Could the Commission really endorse a project that will see a bridge built on active and
capable fault lines in an area of very intense seismic activity?
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