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Subject: Outbreaks of bluetongue and epizootic haemorrhagic disease currently affecting 
European flocks, and the EU's response

For several months numerous European countries, including France, have been faced with 
epidemics of bluetongue (BT) and epizootic haemorrhagic disease (EHD), two infectious 
conditions transmitted by midges that do not affect humans or production, but which are 
decimating Europe's sheep flocks.

Although it was initially under control, the numerous outbreaks detected this summer could 
ultimately cause the death of thousands of head of cattle in the European Union. Localised 
responses (such as targeted vaccination) have been implemented, but the speed at which these 
diseases spread and the scale of the phenomenon call for a more effective response, without 
which European production and export capacities will be affected.

Accordingly:

1. To what extent has the Commission been informed of these epidemics?

2. Is it considering introducing, as it did for COVID-19, targeted aid for European 
livestock farmers, both to help them implement vaccination and prevention campaigns 
and to alleviate the financial consequences of the ill health of their animals?

3. In addition to financial aid, how does it plan to support European farmers, who are 
already under considerable pressure?
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