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Subject: State of play of discussions between the European Union and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) on a free trade agreement

Despite negotiations going on for more than 30 years, discussions between the European 
Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) on a free trade agreement have still not been 
concluded. In May 2024, Johannes Hahn, the European Commissioner for Budget, said that 
the EU was now exploring alternative avenues for economic cooperation with GCC countries, 
highlighting the possibility of bilateral agreements.

1. Could the Commission specify what were the major obstacles that prevented the 
conclusion of a free trade agreement between the EU and the GCC?

2. In addition, what alternative forms of cooperation does the EU envisage if such a 
comprehensive agreement remains out of reach?
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