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Subject: EU support and guidance for Member States in assisting cancer patients and 
survivors with job retention and reintegration

Cancer affects millions of citizens across the EU every year, impacting not only the lives of 
patients, but also those of their families, communities and colleagues.

While the EU has made commendable strides in healthcare and social welfare, there is a clear 
need for stronger measures that support job retention and reintegration for cancer survivors.

Cancer patients and survivors face challenges when returning to work, with notable obstacles 
including the lack of structured support for work reintegration, insufficient flexible working 
options and a scarcity of appropriate workplace accommodations.

Without targeted assistance, these obstacles not only hinder recovery and rehabilitation, but 
also add to the social and financial strain on patients, their families and ultimately, the wider 
economy.

1. How does the Commission intend to support Member States in developing or expanding 
tailored programmes for the reintegration of cancer patients, including vocational 
counselling, occupational therapy and rehabilitation services?

2. Will it consider establishing EU-wide standards or guidelines to ensure that cancer 
survivors receive the support necessary to return to the workforce?

3. Will it advocate for uniform policies that support the right to request flexible working 
hours, remote work and other arrangements to accommodate medical needs?
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