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Subject: Canaries migrant crisis: economic aid to the region 

The Canary Islands have been facing a migrant crisis for two years now. They have become 
the main entry point for irregular migrants in Spain and one of the favoured destinations of 
human traffickers. In 2023, 39 000 people arrived in the Canary Islands and 45 000 are 
estimated to arrive in 2024. There have been 5 000 deaths so far this year, and the Canary 
Islands are overstretched in their reception capacity, especially for unaccompanied minors, 
who number more than 4 500. The European Union has funds such as the Asylum, Migration 
and Integration Fund, which provides support to Member States for ‘support infrastructure for 
the reception of third-country nationals’ as well as ‘Union actions, emergency assistance and 
support to local and regional authorities for integration’.

1. Has the Spanish Government applied for this financial aid or other aid available through 
the various EU funds to alleviate the effects of the migrant crisis in the Canary Islands 
or elsewhere in Spain? If so, on how many occasions, how much and for what 
purposes?

2. Has the Spanish Government requested aid of any kind to alleviate the migrant crisis? If 
so, has it requested any specific aid for the reception of migrants, especially 
unaccompanied minors?
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