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Subject:  Respect for the fundamental rights of ethnic and linguistic minorities in partner
countries

In the light of the regulations recently adopted in Ukraine that will limit the use of Romanian
in educational institutions and in other public spheres, can the Commission answer the
following questions relating to the protection of the rights of national minorities, including the
Romanian community in Ukraine, in line with the European Union’s principles of respect for
linguistic and cultural diversity:

1. What concrete steps is the Commission taking to monitor and uphold the rights of
linguistic minorities, and in particular the Romanian community in Ukraine, in the light
of these recently-adopted regulations, which may affect linguistic and cultural identity,
and to what extent do those regulations comply with international standards, such as the
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the European
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages?

2. How can the Commission promote a productive dialogue between the Ukrainian
authorities and representatives of the Romanian community in order to find fair
solutions that protect the linguistic and cultural rights of that minority, in line with
European Union values?

3. What monitoring and intervention mechanisms does the European Union have at its
disposal to ensure respect for the fundamental rights of ethnic and linguistic minorities
in partner countries such as Ukraine?
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