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Subject: Transforming the EU from the defence customer it is today into an industry player

The European Union upholds and is committed to peace, striving for a fair and peaceful world 
in which citizens prosper in a safe international environment.

That said, we must not overlook the fact that we are living in exceedingly unstable and 
unpredictable times and that we need to be militarily powerful and self-sufficient in order to 
protect peace in Europe.

In view of this, can the Commission answer the following:

1. What is being done to promote Europe’s defence industry?

2. Is further funding planned to turn Europe from a weapons system customer into a 
military equipment manufacturer?

3. Bearing in mind that as the world’s third biggest economy currently, the EU is 
theoretically well placed to become a major exporter of military equipment, is there a 
clear time frame for this or at least for making the EU fully self-sufficient militarily?
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