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Subject: Trade agreements negotiated by the Commission

In order to include mirror clauses in free-trade agreements, including the EU-Mercosur 
agreement, the EU must ensure that the clauses are justified under the exceptions provided for 
by the World Trade Organisation (WTO). However, the WTO currently relies on the Codex 
Alimentarius1, which is much less ambitious than the EU in terms of health and 
environmental standards for food products.

Does the Commission intend to argue for an ambitious revision of the Codex Alimentarius, by 
demonstrating scientifically that current WTO standards are not sufficient to ensure adequate 
health or environmental protection?
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1 The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally adopted and uniformly presented food standards. 
The aim of these standards is to protect the health and economic interests of consumers and to ensure fair 
practices in trade in food products. The adoption of the Codex standards can provide a solid foundation for an 
inspection service.


