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Subject: Request to amend the protection regime for cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) in 
Directive 79/409/EEC

The impact cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) are having on fish populations and wetland 
ecosystems has dramatically worsened. In Italy, the population is continuously growing and 
has started to spread to high altitude areas along water courses and alpine lakes. Running 
extensive organic fish farms in Italian lagoons is no longer financially viable. A number of 
fish species of high environmental value, such as the very rare grayling (Thymallus thymallus) 
and eel (Anguilla anguilla), are also suffering as a result. The risk of triggering infringement 
proceedings discourages local administrations in the Member States from making use of 
derogations that allow culling in extraordinary circumstances, which are therefore not applied, 
or applied haphazardly, and in any case insufficiently. The situation is compounded by 
bureaucratic delays and ideological battles of certain groups to the detriment of biodiversity, 
while the environmental damage continues to increase. Decisive action urgently needs to be 
taken from a regulatory point of view. The victims are the very biodiversity that we are so 
keen to preserve, as well as a very important part of the fisheries sector.

In light of the above:

1. What legislative action will the Commission take to address the impact of cormorants 
(Phalacrocorax carbo) and when?

2. Would it possible to amend the Birds Directive, specifically the section on the 
protection of the species from Annex I to Annex III, to authorise Member States to hunt 
these birds?
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