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Brigitte van den Berg (Renew)

Subject:  Measures to expand electricity infrastructure for the green transition

Studies from various Member States show that enormous efforts are required to prepare our
energy infrastructure for the transition to renewable energy sources. For instance, the
Netherlands needs to build 50 000 new electricity substations over the coming years. To do
so, between 23 000 and 28 000 extra technicians are needed.

The Commission President’s mission letter to the new Commissioner for Energy and Housing
announces an electrification action plan, a clean energy investment strategy for Europe and a
legal framework on European grids.

In light of these urgent issues and the announced initiatives:

1. Will these initiatives only target transmission systems, or will they also address local
electricity infrastructure needs (distribution grids), such as new substations?

2. Does the Commission have an up-to-date assessment of the skills shortages in the
energy sector?

3. What actions can the Commission propose to address such shortages?
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