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Question for written answer E-002821/2024
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy
Rule 144
Roberto Vannacci (PfE)

Subject: Arrest of Boualem Sansal and the need to protect fundamental values in the EU-
Algeria partnership 

Boualem Sansal, an internationally renowned French-Algerian writer, was arrested in Algiers, 
causing uproar in the international community.            

His fearless writing has attracted considerable attention for its criticism of authoritarian 
regimes and the hazards of oppressive Islamic fundamentalist power.

According to The New York Times1, Sansal has been accused of ‘endangering the nation’ with 
his proclamations. What is more, repression of Algerian journalists has reportedly been on the 
rise in recent years. Dozens of them are believed to have been imprisoned.

Sansal’s detention is a threat to freedom of expression, a pillar of all democracies, and is an 
alarming indication of the treatment of those who express views different to those of the 
establishment.

The EU considers freedom of thought an essential precondition for relations with third 
countries and the Commission stressed its duty to protect victims of ideological and cultural 
repression.

Algeria is included in the EU’s neighbourhood policy and has established political, economic 
and energy ties with the bloc. The EU-Algeria partnership gives priority to political dialogue, 
the rule of law and fundamental rights, among other matters.

In the light of the above, can the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy give details on what action she will take to:

1. discuss this particular case of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law;

2. call for Sansal’s immediate release;

3. and incorporate in the EU-Algeria partnership dialogue measures to protect freedom of 
expression?
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1 https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/27/world/europe/algeria-boualem-sansal-arrest.html.


