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Subject:  Need to recognise the genocide of Christians in the East (Greeks, Armenians and
Assyrians)

Persecutions and massacres of minorities have been the most abhorrent crimes in world
history to date. The Convention on the Prevention and Suppression of the Crime of Genocide
ratified in 1948 clearly establishes that any act intended to destroy a population group
constitutes genocide.

Many states have recognised the genocides of Armenians, Greeks and Assyrians as separate
events. In reality, however, there was just one genocide — that of the Christian populations of
the East (Armenians, Greeks and Assyrians) that was carried out in different stages. The
genocide in question was the outcome of central planning by the Young Turks and served a
single purpose: the ousting by whatever means possible of the Christian populations of the
East.

Europe, as a beacon of peace and stability, must not only act as a guardian of values against
acts of hatred and violence but also contribute to the shared memory so that such crimes are
prevented.

In view of the above:

1.  Does the Commission intend to officially recognise the genocide of the Christian
populations of the East?

2. What actions can it take to ensure that Tiirkiye (as an accession country which ratified
the Convention on the Prevention and Suppression of the Crime of Genocide on 31 July
1950) complies with its international obligations and principles of good-neighbourly
relations by recognising the genocide of the Christians of the East (Greeks, Armenians
and Assyrians)?
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