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Subject: Self-lobbying

During the last parliamentary term, the Directorate-General for the Environment (DG ENV) 
paid NGOs to campaign against the free-trade agreement with Mercosur. The annex to the 
contract concluded with the NGO European Environmental Bureau states for instance that this 
NGO may lobby the EU and the Member States on the matter, with a view to preventing the 
ratification of the agreement This flies in the face of Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen’s and the then Commissioner for Trade, Valdis Dombrovskis’s intentions of 
concluding the trade agreement.

1. Can the Commission say how many NGOs, associations, interest groups, etc. have 
received EU funding since 2019 to lobby against EU initiatives, and if not, why not?

2. If so, which NGOs, associations, etc. have received EU funding since 2019 to lobby 
against EU initiatives, and please state their names, the funds granted and transferred 
and the initiatives?
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