Question for written answer E-002933/2024

to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy

Rule 144

Villy Sevndal (Verts/ALE)

Subject:  Human rights in the Russian-occupied territories of Ukraine

Since the Russian Federation annexed Crimea in 2014, the situation on the peninsula has been
marked by an increase in repression and the taking of political prisoners. Following the start
of Russia’s military offensive in 2022, the situation has spread to other parts of eastern
Ukraine. According to the Ukrainian Ombudsman, more than 16 000 Ukrainian civilians are
being illegally detained by the Russians. In addition, children are being systematically
kidnapped and sent to Russia to change their identity, get new names and forget their
language and background.

What initiatives can the HR/VP take — and what initiatives will she take — to help these
political prisoners and abducted children, with a particular focus on the fact that Ukrainians in
the eastern part of the country are now facing attempts to rid them of their Ukrainian identity?
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