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Subject: The need for increased CAP funding 

The common agricultural policy (CAP) is a top political priority for the EU. It supports food 
security, farmers, the sustainable management of natural resources and the preservation of 
rural areas and the rural economy. However, despite the importance of these objectives, 
successive EU enlargements and the specificities of the agricultural sector, CAP funding is 
dwindling. As the Commission states1, CAP spending as a share of GDP has decreased from 
0.54 % in the 1990s to 0.36 % in 2022, while CAP expenditure as a share of the EU budget 
has dropped from 65.5 % in 1981 to 23.6 % in 2022. At a time when the agricultural sector 
faces increased production costs, unfair competition from non-EU countries and the challenge 
of generational renewal, it is imperative to strengthen the CAP in the new Multiannual 
Financial Framework, as has also been called for in the European Parliament plenary.      

In view of the above:

1. Does it agree to boost funding for the agricultural reserve and to a more flexible 
implementation of the reserve so that it can respond to emergency situations and crises 
in a timely and effective manner?

2. What additional measures does it plan to take to strengthen the agricultural sector in the 
context of its upcoming proposal for the new multiannual EU budget?
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1 https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/data-and-analysis/financing/cap-expenditure_en


