Question for written answer E-002998/2024

to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy

Rule 144

Maciej Wasik (ECR), Mariusz Kaminski (ECR)

Subject: ~ Human rights violations by the Cuban regime in the light of the Political Dialogue
and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and Cuba

In 2016, the EU signed the Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement with Cuba
(PDACA), which aims, among other things, to ensure respect for human rights in Cuba. Eight
years after it was signed, it has become clear that the regime in Havana is using the agreement
to consolidate its power, without offering any reforms in return and even stepping up
repression and persecution. The communist authorities continue to carry out arbitrary arrests,
acts of violence and politically motivated killings. The perpetrators of the murder of Oswaldo
Pay4 Sardifias remain unpunished. The number of political prisoners reached 1148 in
November. Many of them are being held in extremely harsh conditions and subjected to
torture. The recent death in custody of the opposition activist Manuel Guillén, for which the
Cuban regime authorities bear full responsibility, is symbolic of this ominous situation.

In this regard, during the Transatlantic Forum held on 12 November 2024 in the EP,
parliamentarians from a dozen countries adopted the Declaration for a Free Cuba, in which
they expressed their firm opposition to the persecution of Cuban opposition activists and the
widespread human rights violations committed by the current regime.

We call on the Vice-President / High Representative to examine the situation as a matter of
urgency and to answer the following questions:

1. Since 2016, how much money has the EU transferred to Cuba in indirect support of the
communist regime?

2. Which of the priorities promoted by the EU under the PDACA have been implemented?

3. Do the repeated killings of opposition figures in Cuba and the increasing number of
political prisoners since 2016 not provide sufficient grounds to suspend the transfer of
funds?
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