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Subject: Irregular resumption of relations with terrorist organisations in Syria

In a recent statement given in Ankara1, President von der Leyen said the Commission is 
planning to ‘step up our direct engagement with HTS and other factions’ in Syria. It is worth 
remembering that Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) has been on the list of terrorist organisations 
since 2013 as an Al-Qaeda offshoot.

In view of this, can the Commission answer the following:

1. How can official contact with a recognised terrorist organisation be reconciled with the 
EU’s anti-terrorism policy and related sanctions?

2. What are the ‘other factions’ the Commission is planning on working with and what 
was the criteria for selecting them?

3. What steps has it taken to protect Christians in Syria?
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1 https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/press-statement-president-von-der-leyen-president-
turkiye-erdogan-2024-12-17_en


