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Subject: Abortion rights in the EU 

The UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women has recently 
published a report criticising Poland’s restrictive abortion laws and stating that they are 
resulting in serious and systematic breaches of women’s human rights, and that the breaches 
themselves can be regarded as torture or cruel or inhuman treatment. The criminalisation of 
abortion creates a climate of fear where doctors do not discuss pregnancy termination with 
their patients. In cases where patients have to wait until a health risk has developed into a life-
threatening condition, they are also reluctant to seek abortion owing to uncertainty and fear.

What specific steps is the Commission intending to take to ensure that women throughout the 
EU can enjoy their fundamental rights, including the right to sexual and reproductive health 
and rights, and to prevent similar breaches occurring in other Member States?
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