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Subject: Worrying increase in Türkiye’s role in trafficking cocaine to Europe

According to a recent report from the InstituDE institute1, in recent years Türkiye has become 
a major hub for trafficking cocaine to Europe, with an estimated value between USD 2.9 and 
5.8 billion per year.

The report points out that the erosion of the rule of law, corruption and lenient citizenship 
laws have made Türkiye attractive to criminal organisations. In addition, frequent tax 
amnesties in Türkiye and the close links between politicians and criminal groups facilitate the 
laundering of the proceeds of criminal activities, including narcotics trafficking.

Given that Türkiye is a country that is a candidate for accession and a key partner of the EU:

1. How does the Commission view the report’s findings on Türkiye’s role in cocaine 
trafficking to Europe? What action has it taken to address this threat?

2. Does it consider that the situation in Türkiye in relation to organised crime and narcotics 
trafficking is compatible with the conditions for EU membership?

3. What is the Commission's action plan to ensure that Türkiye takes effective measures to 
address the issues, in particular to strengthen the rule of law and combat corruption?

Submitted: 23.12.2024

1 https://cdn.prod.website-
files.com/613204cb57e0dd9f56cd6a54/66e9a4ed93f97458ca7a005c_Turkey%E2%80%99s%20Growing%20
Role%20in%20Global%20Cocaine%20Trafficking.pdf


