
PE767.827v02-00

Question for written answer E-000034/2025/rev.1
to the Commission
Rule 144
Georgios Aftias (PPE)

Subject: Exemption of defence spending from EU fiscal rules 

Russia’s attack on Ukraine has dramatically changed the international security environment, 
making an upgrade to Europe’s defence capabilities a top priority. The Commission estimates 
that additional defence investments of around EUR 500 billion will be necessary over the next 
10 years. Defence spending varies from country to country. Greece, due to the danger from 
the East, is one of the few countries in the European Union that spend roughly 3 % of their 
GDP on defence.    

The pandemic, the energy crisis and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have limited the national 
fiscal space. However, it is necessary to ensure European competitiveness, the double 
transition, and an increase in Europe’s defence capability. Immediate interventions are 
therefore necessary.

In view of this:

Will the Commission support the implementation of European defence projects, such as the 
pan-European air defence system proposed by Greece and Poland?
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