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Giorgos Georgiou (The Left)

Subject:  Old age

In Article 25 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, it is emphasised that the Union
recognises and respects the right of the elderly to lead a life of dignity and independence and
to participate in social and cultural life. However, in many Member States, including Cyprus,
there are serious shortcomings that fail to ensure quality ageing.

In many cases, countries marginalise older people, ignore their needs and violate their basic
rights. Various surveys show that in many EU countries ageism is burgeoning, basic social
care is lacking and social structures are ailing, affecting the quality of life, health, well-being
and life expectancy of our older people.

In view of the above, can the Commission say:
1.  What initiatives does it intend to take to guarantee the rights of older people?

2. Will a proposal for a holistic European strategy for old age be put forward to establish a
common framework to address problems?
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