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Subject:  Backsliding of women’s rights under Abu Mohammed al-Jolani’s interim
government in Syria

Syria’s interim government, led by former al-Qaeda member Abu Mohammed al-Jolani, has
said that it is committed to upholding minorities’ rights and defending women’s rights, with a
view to restoring its image on the world stage. Its recent actions, however, have revealed its
real intentions and its Islamist and dogmatic view of society.

Abu Mohammed al-Jolani’s refusal to shake hands with German Minister of Foreign Affairs
Annalena Baerbock and the appointment of Islamist judge Shadi al-Waisi as Minister of
Justice clearly demonstrate its radical approach. Videos showing him ordering the execution
of two women in Idlib in the name of Sharia highlight his explicit support of repressive
practices against women.

Lastly, education reforms to replace the school curriculum on ‘defending the nation’ with
‘defending Allah’ open the door to radical Islamic education removing any references to the
theory of evolution and much of the science programme.

1. What is the Commission’s stance on the reforms and appointments made by Syria’s
interim government, particularly those that undermine women’s rights?

2. Does it intend to condemn these measures and take action to ensure women’s rights are
protected in Syria?
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