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Subject: Trade and defence relations between the European Union and the United 
Kingdom

The withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union created new challenges in 
trade and defence relations between the two sides. Maintaining a stable and fruitful 
relationship with the United Kingdom is crucial for the European Union, but it must be done 
in a way that safeguards European interests.

In view of the above:

1. Given the trade barriers ushered in by Brexit, how is the Commission ensuring the 
reliability of the United Kingdom as a trading partner and making sure that the interests 
of European businesses are protected?

2. In the field of defence cooperation, how does it intend to strengthen cooperation with 
the United Kingdom in the areas of security and defence, while safeguarding the 
European Union’s autonomy and interests?

3. Is it considering mechanisms that will allow smoother cooperation and speedier dispute 
resolution in both the trade and defence sectors?
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