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Subject: Spread of sheep pox from the Evros region mainland to Samothrace and lack of 
preventive measures 

Sheep pox, a highly contagious zoonosis that has been present on Samothrace since 1996, has 
been affecting the island since mid-January 2025, leading to the culling of more than 1,500 
sheep and goats, with more expected to be destroyed. The disease spread to the island after 
first appearing in the mainland region of Evros in August 2024, where tens of thousands of 
animals have been culled to date. Evros is a gateway to the European Union and there are 
serious allegations that the sheep pox came from neighbouring Türkiye.   

Given that livestock farming is a key pillar of the local economy of both the mainland and the 
islands:

Does the Commission intend to evaluate the effectiveness of existing animal disease crisis 
management protocols and propose improvements to the legislative framework?
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