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Subject:  Modernisation and safety of rail networks in the EU

Recent rail accidents, including the tragic incident at Tempi in Greece and similar incidents in
other EU Member States, have highlighted serious shortcomings in the safety of rail
infrastructure in the EU. Despite repeated promises to modernise the railways and despite the
existence of relevant funds, there have been significant delays and shortcomings in the
implementation of the necessary works, particularly as regards the safety of commercial and
passenger transport.

In view of the above:

1. Are there mechanisms in place to supervise and properly implement the minimum
security measures foreseen at EU level and how does the Commission ensure that they
are properly and fully implemented by the Member States?

2. Will it take additional actions to speed up the modernisation of rail infrastructure and
strengthen control mechanisms?
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