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Subject: Systemic safety deficit of the Greek railway network and massive violation of 
European railway safety legislation

Two years after the tragic train accident in Tempi, the Greek railway network continues to 
face systemic deficiencies and serious safety gaps. Furthermore, incidents that indicate an 
increased risk of new accidents continue to be recorded, intensifying citizens’ concerns about 
the safety of the Greek railway network.

Taking into account that: a) in October 2023, the European Union Agency for Railways 
(ERA) delivered a report to the Commission on the safety of Greek railways, in which it 
identifies serious deficiencies and gaps in the Greek railway system, b) on 16 December 2024, 
the Commission initiated infringement proceedings against Greece, because five European 
regulations and two European directives that set out the requirements of EU legislation on 
railway safety and interoperability are being violated1, c) according to a Greek National 
Organisation for the Investigation of Air and Rail Accidents and Transport Safety 
(EODASAAM) report, it appears on the one hand that the Greek Railway Regulatory 
Authority (RAS) is unable to guarantee railway safety, as it systematically failed to identify 
critical weaknesses in the Safety Management System2, and on the other hand that the ERA is 
unable to ensure compliance of national rules with fundamental safety requirements or the 
effective performance of RAS’s supervisory work:

1. Does the Commission believe that the Greek railway today is safe for European 
citizens?

2. Does the Commission intend to ask the ERA to revoke the single safety certificates it 
has issued until the full compliance of railway operations and of Greece with European 
railway safety legislation is ensured?
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1 Infringements of Directive (EU) 2016/798, Article 4(1), Article 9(1), Article 9(3)(c), (e) and (f), Article 9(4), 
Article 13(4), Article 16(1), Article 20(1), Article 22(1) and (2) and Article 24(2) and (3); Commission 
Regulation (EU) No 1078/2012, Article 3(1) and Annex I; Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
402/2013, Article 2(1), Articles 4 and 5 and Annex I; Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/761, Article 6; 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/762, Annex I, point 1.1(d) and (e) and points 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 and 
6.1 and Annex II, point 1.1(d) and (e) and points 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 4.2.1 and 6.1; Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2019/779, Article 6(3); and Directive (EU) 2016/797, Article 27(5) and Articles 28 and 39.

2 The ERA, in both 2019 and 2022, found that supervision activities by RAS are insufficiently developed and 
that ‘RAS has not developed a view on the level of safety performance of the Greek railway system.’


