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Subject: Temporary fishing restriction in the Bay of Biscay

1. What is the scientific basis for the Commission’s decision that a short-term fishing ban 
from 22 January to 20 February over the next few years will be enough to sustainably 
protect stocks of dolphin and other marine mammals in the Bay of Biscay?

2. Why is the Commission focusing on a temporary ban instead of on alternative measures 
such as more selective fishing methods or permanent protected areas?

3. How will it be ensured that this short-term restriction does not simply lead to increased 
fishing after the period ends?
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