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Subject: Keeping the acquisition of military equipment independent and upholding the 
‘buy European’ mantra following the appointment of Rudy Priem

La Lettre1 has revealed that the Aerospace, Security and Defence Industries Association of 
Europe (ASD) has made Rudy Priem the Vice-Chair of its Economic, Legal and Trade 
Commission. Three years ago, Rudy Priem chaired the defence committee of the American 
Chamber of Commerce to the European Union (AmCham EU), and he is currently the 
Director of Government Relations at RTX, a US arms giant.

While the ASD cooperates and takes part in the Commission’s public consultations2, 
AmChamEU is known for opposing all programmes aimed at strengthening Europe’s 
autonomy in defence. Meanwhile, Rudy Priem has been touting the supposed ‘industrial 
benefits’ that the purchase of F-35 fighters would bring European countries.

In March, the Commission announced its plan to borrow EUR 150 billion for the purchase of 
defence systems3, stressing that the money should help boost Europe’s arms industry4.

1. Was the Commission aware of this revelation? If so, how can it be sure there is no 
conflict of interest?

2. Given that trade relations with the US administration are currently strained, what plans 
and suggestions does it have to promote and anchor the much-needed ‘buy European’ 
approach to military acquisitions?
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Fund-interim-evaluation/F3453543_en
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